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5-4 Electronic Feedback Systems

Comments In Lecture 4 we introduced the concept of a root-locus diagram by
directly factoring the characteristic equation of the two-pole sys-
tem used for illustration. This method is tedious for higher-order
systems.

The material in this lecture shows how the fact that the a(s)f(s)
product must equal -1 at a closed-loop pole location can be
exploited to determine rapidly important features of the root-locus
diagram. We also see that simple numerical methods can provide
certain quantitative results when required.

Corrections Note that there is a mistake in the videotape on blackboard 5-1
where it states root-locus Rule 4. The blackboard says that the
average distance from the real axis is constant. This is identically
satisfied for all physically realizable systems. The corrected black-
board in the Video Course Manual states that the average distance
from the imaginary axis is constant under the conditions of Rule
4. See page 123 of the textbook for clarification.

Reading Textbook: Sections 4.3.1 and 4.3.2.

Problems

Problem 5.1 (P4.5)

Problem 5.2 (P4.7)
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