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4.14  Rhymes and rhythms 
 
  Xīnnián dào, xīnnián dào 
  Èrlóu sānlóu, chǎngzhǎng shūjì 
 

Appendix 1: Courses of study and university names 
 

Appendix 2: The 45 most common surnames 
 
 

(Part II) 
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 4.1.2  Comment – response      Ex. 1 
  
4.2 Set 2 with notes 
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UNIT 5 (41 pp) 
 
5.1 Tone contrasts 
 
5.2 Or 
 5.2.1 Vocabulary 
 5.2.2 The two ‘ors’       Ex. 1 
 
 
5.3 At the beginning of class 
 5.3.1 Dialogues at the beginning of class 
 
5.4 Food (2)        Ex. 2 
 5.4.1  Dialogue: ordering dishes 
 
5.5 Expanding the V+de construction 
 5.5.1 Vocabulary 
 5.5.2 Commenting on abilities 
 5.5.3 Huì ‘be able’; yìdiǎnr ‘a bit’ 
 5.5.4 Huì, néng (nénggòu), kěyǐ, xíng    Ex. 3a,b 
 
5.6 Talking to children 
 5.6.1 Verbs, co-verbs and serialization    Ex. 4 
 
5.7 Music and musicians 
 5.7.1 Singers, styles and other vocabulary 
 5.7.2 Dialogue: musical preferences 
 5.7.3 Musical instruments      Ex. 5 
 
5.8 Verbs of cognition 
 5.8.1 Knowing 
 5.8.2 Understanding 
  a) Dǒng ‘understand’ 
  b) Kàndedǒng 
 5.8.3 Reporting on questions     Ex. 6a,b 
 
5.9 Destination 
 5.9.1 Going places: some vocabulary 
 5.9.2 Where to 
 5.9.3 Going  
 5.9.4 Nǎr ~ nǎlǐ as an indefinite 
 5.9.5 Destination – with other verbs 
 5.9.6 Specifying a time 
 5.9.7 Inserting foreign words     Ex. 7 
 
 

 xix



Learning Chinese: A Foundation Course in Mandarin                Julian K. Wheatley, 4/07 

5.10 Purpose 
 5.10.1 Kàn ‘look at’ 
 5.10.2 Other things to do 
 5.10.3 Reasons for going somewhere 
 5.10.4 Qù and purpose 
 5.10.5 Intention 
 
5.11 In the past 
 5.11.1 Not having done something <yet> 
 5.12.2 The position of le 
 5.13.3 More time expressions 
 5.14.4 More examples of final le     Ex. 8a,b 
 
5.12 And 
  
5.13 Sports and scores       Ex. 9a,b 
 
5.14 Dialogue: who won?       Ex. 10 
 
5.15 Pronunciation 
 5.15.1 Final-r in standard Mandarin 
 5.15.2 More than 2 low tones in a phrase 
 
5.16 Summary 
 
5.17 Rhymes and rhythms 
 
 Jiāngjiě, Jiāngjiě, hǎo Jiāngjiě 
 Dǒng Cúnruì, shíjǐ suì 
 Yuèliang zǒu, wǒ yě zǒu 
 
 

Chars 5 (22 pp); character sheets (8  pp) 
 

5.0  Review 
 a) Conversations in jiǎntǐzì 
 b) A familiar conversation in fántǐzì 
 c) Distinguishing characters 
 d) Talking about characters 
  
5.1 Set 1 with notes 
 5.1.1  Compounds and phrases 
 5.1.2  Short dialogues       Ex. 1 
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5.2 Set 2 with notes 
 5.2.1  Compounds and phrases 
 5.2.2  Comment – response      Ex. 2 
 
5.3 Set 3 with notes 
 5.3.1  Compounds and phrases 
 5.3.2  Readings       Ex. 3 
 
5.4    Set 4 with notes 
 5.4.1  Compounds and phrases 
 5.4.2  Dialogues       Ex. 4 
 
5.5 Traditional characters 
 5.5.1  Comments       Ex. 5 
  
5.6 Formal numbers 
 
5.7 The five elements 
 
5.8 On the street #5 
 
 

Unit 6 (40 pp) 
6.1  Opposites   
 
6.2  Describing people 

6.2.1  SVs as attributes 
6.2.2  Zhǎng + DE       Ex. 1 
 

6.3  Verb + guò ‘have you ever…’  
6.3.1  Guò patterns 
6.3.2  ‘Ever/never’ and ‘once; ever’ 
6.3.3  Xiē  ‘several’ 
6.3.4  Times 
6.3.5  Dialogues       Ex. 2 

 
6.4  When, before, after 
 6.4.1  When 
 6.4.2   Before and after 
 
6.5  When?         Ex. 3  

6.5.1  No time for….       Ex 4 
 

6.6  Places of work        Ex. 5 
 
6.7 Directions         Ex. 6 
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6.8  The shì-de construction 

6.8.1  The position of objects      Ex. 7 
6.8.2  Shì-de in short       Ex. 8 

 
6.9  Dialogue: Where are you from? 

6.9.1  Wánr        Ex. 9 
 
6.10 Calling Michael Jordan 

6.10.1  Jiào with two objects 
6.10.2  Finding out how to address someone 
6.10.3  Dialogue 
6.10.4  Yíyàng ‘the same’      Ex. 10 

  
6.11 Food (3) 
 
6.12  Highlights 

6.12.1   Focus of class practice     Ex. 11 
 

6.13  Rhymes and rhythms 
 

Néng hē yì jīn, hē bā liǎng 
Chóng, chóng chóng, chóng fēi   

 
Appendix: Chinese historical periods  
 
 

Chars 6 (24 pp); character sheets (7 pp) 
 

6.0  Review 
 a)  Dialogue 
 b)  Distinguishing characters 
 c)  Comments (in fántǐzì) 
 
6.1 Set 1 
 6.1.1  Compounds and phrases 
 6.1.2  Reading        Ex. 1 
 
6.2 Set 2 
 6.2.1  Compounds and phrases 
 6.2.2  Reading        Ex. 2 
 
6.3 Set 3 
 6.3.1  Compounds and phrases 
 6.3.2  Reading        Ex. 3 
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6.4 Set 4 
 6.4.1  Compounds and phrases 
 6.4.2  Reading         
 
6.5 A tale of filial piety 
  
6.6 Traditional characters (reading) 
 
6.7 Animal radicals 
 
6.8 On the street #6 
 

 
Unit 7 (40 pp) 

 
7.1  Verb Combos (1) 
 7.1.1  Imminence 
 7.1.2  Phase complements 
 7.1.3  Motion verbs 
 7.1.4  Returning       Ex. 1 
 
7.2  Connecting sentences 
 7.2.1  Yīnwèi ‘because’ 
 7.2.2  Suīrán ‘although’ 
 7.2.3  Yàoshi ‘if’       Ex. 2 
 7.2.4  Dialogue: If… 
 
7.3  Speaking languages 
 7.3.1  Forms with huà 
 7.3.2  Compounds with wén 
 7.3.2  Forms with yǔ 
 7.3.4  English 
 7.3.5  Chinese 
 7.3.6  Exclamations       Ex. 3a,b 
 
7.4  Dialogue: Language abilities 
 7.4.1  Yǒurén ‘some people’ and similar expressions 
 
7.5  Dialogue: Tea and coffee       Ex. 4 
 
7.6  Alone or with others; conveyances 
 7.6.1  Accompaniment 
  a) Together with  
  b) Alone 
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 7.6.2  Le or guo > shi…de 
 7.6.3  Ways of traveling 
 7.6.4  Time words 
 
7.7  Cái ‘not until’        Ex. 5 
 
7.8  Duration 
 7.8.1  Units of time 
 7.8.2  Duration in context      Ex. 6 
 
7.9 More le-patterns 
 7.9.1  Continuing action 
  a)  Restrictive adverbs suppress final le 
 
 
 7.9.2  Enduring states 
  a)  Interchanges involving enduring states 
  b)  Options 
  c)  Typical verbs      Ex. 7 
 
7.10 Weather 
 7.10.1  Seasons 
 7.10.2  China’s weather patterns 
 7.10.3  Weather 
 7.10.4  Rain and precipitation 
 7.10.5  Sun and wind 

7.10.6 Temperature and humidity 
 7.10.7  Yòu…yòu ‘both … and’     Ex. 8 
 
7.11  Dialogue: Talking about the weather 
 
7.12  Co-verbs (2) 
 
7.13  A letter home        Ex. 9 
 
7.14  Pronunciation practice 
 
7.15  Highlights 
 
7.16  Rhymes and rhythms 
 
 Dúshū rú dāng nú 
 Xiǎo huāmāo, shàng xuéxiào 
 
Appendix 1:  Question words 
 

 xxiv



Learning Chinese: A Foundation Course in Mandarin                Julian K. Wheatley, 4/07 

(Part 3) 
 

Chars 7 (28 pp) 
7.0  Review 
 1. Answer the questions (i, ii, iii) 
 2. Focus on tones 
 3. Compose characters from constituents (i, ii) 
 4. Dialogue 
 
7.1  Set 1, with notes 
 7.1.1  Compounds and phrases 
 7.1.2  Comment-response 
 7.1.3  Reading traditional characters 
  
7.2 Set 2, with notes 
 7.2.1  Compounds and phrases 
 7.2.2  Comment-response 
        
7.3  Mao Zedong’s youth, with glossary 
 7.3.1  Questions – in traditional characters 
 
7.4  Set 3, with notes 
 7.4.1  Compounds and phrases 
 7.4.2  ‘Sleeping on ice to procure fresh carp’, with glossary 
  
7.5  Set 4: Weather terms, with notes 
 7.5.1  Compounds and phrases 
 7.5.2  Dialogues (traditional characters) 
 7.5.3  Weather reports (simplified characters) [a, b, c] 
 
7.6  On the street #7 
 7.6.1  Support or oppose 

7.6.2  More shop signs 
 

CODA 
 

 
Unit  8 (55 pp) 

 
8.1  Temporal and logical sequence      Ex. 1a,b 
 
8.2  Sports 
 8.2.1  List of sports       Ex. 2 
 
8.3  Comparison 
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 8.3.1   Non-comparatives 
 8.3.2  Comparison 
 8.3.3  Another perspective: ‘not as…’ 
  a) Méi<you>…<nàme>;  b) Bù rú‘not as’ 
  c) Comparatives with V+de:     Ex. 3a,b 
 
8.4  Cities, population 
 8.4.1  Zuì ‘most; very’ 
 8.4.2  Approximately  
 8.4.3  Large numbers       Ex. 4a,b 
 8.4.4  Talking about size of cities, population 
 
8.5 Bargaining 
 8.5.1  At the fruit stand 
 8.5.2  Tastes and flavors 
 8.5.3  Adding or subtracting amounts 
 8.5.4  Cuisines        Ex. 5 
 8.5.5  Banquets and toasts 
 
8.6  Dialogue: In the store 
 8.6.1  Shì<qing> ‘things’       
 
8.7  Regional languages: dialogue and narrative 
 8.7.1  Chinese regional languages      
 
8.8  A narrative about Lin Mei 
 8.8.1  A note on ‘old’       Ex. 6 
    
8.9  Jobs 
 8.9.1  Version 1 
 8.9.2  Version 2 
 
8.10  V+le revisited 
 8.10.1  Sequence of events 
 8.10.2  V-le with quantified objects 
 8.10.3  Other cases of V-le      Ex. 7 
 
8.11  Dialogue: What did you do yesterday?     Ex. 8 
 
8.12  Verb Combos (2) 
 8.12.1 Directional complements     Ex. 9 
 8.12.2  Forgetting and remembering 
  a) Forgetting;  b) Remembering;  c) In song 
 8.12.3  I haven’t slept for two days! 
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8.13  Measure words revisited 
 8.13.1 List        Ex. 10 
  
8.14  Aspirations        Ex. 11 
 
8.15 Highlights 
 
8.16  Rhymes and rhythms 
 
  a) Shùnkǒuliūr;  b) About the moon;  c) A never-ending story 
 
Appendix:  Additional Measure Words 

 
 

Unit  9 (47 pp) 
 

9.1  More modification 
9.1.1  Other vocabulary      Ex. 1 
99..11..22    DDiiaalloogguuee::  WWhhoo’’ss  iinn  tthhee  pphhoottoo??  
 

9.2  Clothes       
9.2.1  Describing people in terms of their clothes 

 
9.3  Bargaining, the way the Chinese might do it. 
 
9.4  Setting the stage: Verb-zhe 

9.4.1 Verbs involving configuration or bodily attitudes 
9.4.2  Doors and windows      Ex. 2a,b 

a) Item V-zhe;  b) Existence: Location V-zhe item; 
c) Location: Person Location V-zhe <ne>; d) V-zhe V 
e) V-zhe in imperatives; f) Negation  
    

9.4.3  Ongoing acts versus persisting states 
9.4.4  Perspectives       Ex. 3 
9.4.5  At the temple 

 
9.5  Colors 

 
9.6  Dialogue: buying a seal 
 
9.7  The BA (把) construction 

9.7.1   Making tea       Ex. 4 
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9.8  Verb Combos (3)        Ex. 5 
9.8.1  Position of objects 
9.8.2  More verb complements 

a) Zhù  b) Kāi  c) Shàng and xià d) Zǒu 
 

9.8.3  Specialized forms 
a) Qĭ  b) liǎo  c) Semantic extensions    Ex. 6 

 
9.9   Peking Duck 
 
9.10  Stand a little closer 
 9.10.1  Getting home (dialogue)     Ex. 7 
 
9.11  Destination and goal: VERB + dào, zài or gěi  
  a) Dào  b) Zài  c) Gěi.      Ex. 8 
 
9.12  Wáng Xuéyīng (bio)       Ex. 9 
 
9.13  Patterns with duì 
 
9.14 Interjections 
  
9.15  On apologies 
 
9.16  Highlights 
 
9.17  Rhymes and rhythms 
  1. Xīnnián láidào 
  2. Rhymed advice for healthy living 
  3. 东方红  Dōngfāng Hóng 
 
 

UNIT 10 (47 pp) 
 
10.1  Feeling ill 
 10.1.1 A note on traditional Chinese medicine (Zhōngyī)  Ex. 1 
 
10.2  More on indefinites 

10.2.1  Complete exclusion or inclusion 
10.2.2  Virtual exclusion or inclusion 

 10.2.3  Lián…dōu/yě ‘even’ 
10.2.4  Paired indefinites.      Ex. 2 

 
10.3  Verb Reduplication 
 
10.4  An interview with your teacher 
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10.5  Minor Constructions 

10.5.1  Chúle … yǐwài  
10.5.2  Yuèlái yuè (SV) ‘more and more SV’ 
10.5.3  ‘Ought’ and ‘must’      Ex. 3 

 
10.6  Xiēhòuyǔ, a form of word play 
 
10.7 Religion 
 
10.8 Verb Combos (4) 

10.8.1  –xiàlai 
10.8.2 – chūlai 
10.8.3 Moving out 

   
10.9  Transformations (with chéng)      Ex. 4 
 
10.10 Bèi ‘by’ 

10.10.1. Other options: gěi, jiào, ràng 
10.10.2  What happened? 
10.10.3  Dialogue       Ex. 5 

 
10.11 Seeking opinions: a dialogue 
       
10.12  Smoking: a narrative       Ex. 6 

10.12.1 Smoking: a dialogue 
 
10.13  Driving: a narrative       Ex. 7 
  
10.14  Vivid SVs (of the form SVxx) 

 
10.15  Communication tools: a narrative     Ex. 8 

 
10.16 Waiting and rushing 
 
10.17 Telephoning 

10.17.1  Leaving a message 
  

10.18  Chinese etiquette: a dialogue 
10.18.1 Gifts 
 

10.19  Highlights        Ex. 9 
 
10.20  Rhymes and rhythms 
 
Appendix 1:  Body parts 
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(Part 4) 
 

UNIT 11 (33 pp) 
 
11.1  Constructions with yi ‘one’ 
 11.1.2  yī + VERBS  
 11.1.3  yī + NOUNS 
 
11.2 Places to see in Beijing (a dialogue)     Ex. 1 
 
11.3 Requests        Ex. 2 
 11.3.1  Mild requests 
 11.3.2  More imposing requests 
 11.3.3  Requests with implied criticism; complaints  
 
11.4 A geography lesson       Ex. 3a,b,c 
 
11.5 Following a recipe       Ex. 4 
 
11.6 Xuéxí Hànzì        Ex. 5a,b,c,d 
 
11.7 Australia        Ex. 6a,b 
 
11.8 To Yangzhou by way of Zhenjiang     Ex. 7 
 
11.9 Confrontation (1) 
 
11.10 Rhymes and rhythms  
 
 
 

UNIT 12 (35 pp) 
 
12.1 Taking photographs       Ex. 1 
  
12.2 Mei Taide: the story       Ex. 2a,b,c 
 
12.3 The Tian’anmen incident      Ex. 3 
 
12.4 Kinship        Ex. 4a,b,c 
  
12.5 Death         Ex. 5 
 
12.6 The Chinese school system      Ex. 6a,b 
 
12.7 Life in Tianjin        Ex. 7a, b 
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 xxxi

12.8 Manner adverbials      
 12.8.1  Reduplication and the adverbial marker -de 
 12.8.2  Manner adverbials versus predicate complements 
 12.8.3  The three ‘de’s’ 
 12.4  A vivid event (dialogue) 
 
12.9 Confrontation (2) (dialogue) 
 12.9.1  Expletives and swearwords 
 12.9.2  Dialogue 
 
12.10 The Northwind and the Sun. 
 
 

 The Chinese Menu (Zhōngguó càidān)  
 (23 pp) 

 
Part I: Preliminaries 

 
1.  Types of Chinese food 
 
2.  The names of dishes 
 
3.  Some specialized menu terms 
 
4.  The 8 Chinese cuisines (bā ge càixì) 
 
5.   Methods of cooking (pēngtiáo fàngfǎ) 
 
6.   Spices and seasonings (zuóliào) 
 
7.  Ways of cutting (qiēfǎ ) 
 
8.  Tools (gōngjù), with example sentences 
 
9.  Usage (shuōfǎ) 
 

Part II:  Dialogue in a Restaurant 
 
1.  Character version 
 
2.  Pinyin version 
 

Part III.  Sample menu items 
 

                                     完 
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