Feminist Thought (F14)
November 19, 2014

Recognition and Redistribution
Reading: Nancy Fraser, “Multiculturalism, Antiessentialism and Radical Democracy.” TF.
1) What is “radical democracy”? What are the two impediments to radical democracy?

i) What is the difference between a politics of recognition and a politics of redistribution? (Can you give
an example of each?) Fraser says that “injustices of recognition are thoroughly imbricated with injustices
of distribution.” (460) What does she mean by this?

iii) Fraser argues that there are two different forms of identity politics: antiessentialism and
multiculturalism. What are their similarities and differences? How are antiessentialism and
multiculturalism a response to the 1990s emphasis on “multiple intersecting differences™?

iv) She argues, however, that both forms of identity politics are problematic, and the problem stems from
“a common root.” (461, 468) What is the problem?

v) Fraser suggests that instead of pursuing identity politics, feminists (and others) should “resituate the
task of integrating redistribution and recognition in a new, more complex, political field. Cultural
demands would have to interimbricate with social demands across the entire spectrum of crosscutting
axes of domination.” (464) What are the risks and goals of such a project? How might we pursue it?
Can you give an example of a political movement that takes up this challenge?
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