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CONCLUSIONS AND REFLECTIONS
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This planning studio focused on planning and design options
for the proposed new central area along the West River in
Gaoming. Of particular interest was the exploration of new
ways of integrating water and hydrological factors into a
modern city and its many systems including watershed and
natural ecosystem protection, recreational activities, housing,
transportation, and tourism.

The disciplinary differences of the students and MIT’s
distance from the site posed the greatest challenges to the
class. However, through continued discussion and feedback,
the studio successfully analyzed the existing site conditions
and explored a number of policy and design alternatives for
themajor infrastructure systems of Gaoming. This document
represents the collective understanding, analysis, and
experience of the students in the class.

The students’ commitment to their client, the city officials of
Gaoming, and to Gaoming’s long-term goal of becoming a
sustainable, modern water city drove their work throughout
the semester. The students present this book and the
recommendations contained herein as a first step in an ongoing
planning process that will ensure Gaoming’s viabilty and the
city’s economic, environmental, and equitable sustainability in
the years to come.
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Our work in Gaoming has been extremely interesting and
productive largely because of the guidance and insight
provided by Professor Hong Yu-Hung, Professor Eran Ben
Joseph, and Professor Tunney Lee throughout the semester.
We would also like to extend thanks to the Chinese planners
and government officials in Hong Kong, Shenzen, Foshan, and
Gaoming for their time and consideration. Meeting with these
individuals shaped our thinking and contributed to our final
product. Based on our early interactions with each of these
groups we gained an overview of regional and local context,
plans, problems, and strategies. Finally a great thank you to
Esquel Group, particularly Margie Yang, for their support and
hospitality.
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