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Keck and Sikkink: this article explores transnational advocacy networks, which the authors 
define as “networks of activists, distinguishable largely by the centrality of principled ideas or 
values in motivating their formation” (1).  They introduce the reader to their understanding of 
what these networks are, why they emerge, how they work, and when they are effective.  Their 
definition casts a broad net beyond just NGOs to include actors ranging from foundations to 
trade unions to parts of government (among many others), with linkages and flows of values, 
information, funds, services, and personnel between these various actors in a network.  The 
Boomerang Pattern is one of the more interesting concepts introduced in this article.  This pattern 
occurs when State A blocks activists from pursuing an action, then those activists work through 
their transnational advocacy network with NGOs in State B applying pressure to their own state, 
which in turn pressures State A. In terms of how these networks create said pressure, the authors 
highlight informational tactics, along with symbolism, leverage, and accountability tactics.  
Though, it seems to me that transfer of information (through the network) is critical to all of 
these strategies. I found the section on effectiveness to be interesting, as the authors identify 
“issues involving bodily harm to vulnerable individuals” and “issues involving legal equality of 
opportunity” (17) as particularly successful.  Using this frame, one can assess why some 
environmental campaigns have been more compelling and successful than others.  They end the 
chapter by asserting that states are still very much players in the international arena, but so too 
are these networks; placing this article somewhere between the literature on civil society 
governance and that on international relations. 

Rodrigues: understanding how environmental advocacy networks work locally is the goal of this 
article. Two assumptions are identified: “first, that international NGOs are the engines behind 
transnational activism and second, that the participation of local actors in transnational advocacy 
networks leads to their political empowerment” (16).  Through a series of short cases, the author 
describes how local groups’ goals can differ from those of transnational groups and how impact 
of transnational movements at the local level can be quite varied.  The article consistently 
identifies local group “capacity” as a critical determining factor/constraint of whether 
transnational movements actually lead to local environmental impacts or sustained institutional 
change. In parallel, it identifies lack of legitimacy for transnational groups as being a critical 
problem for affecting local change.  Mediating between local groups and transnational groups is 
a role that the author suggests national NGOs and national indigenous federations could play 
more often. Local umbrella groups, she recommends, could bridge between various local groups 
and encouraging better local participation. 

Caniglia: evaluates the impact of elite alliances on transnational environmental movements and 
explores the nature of these transnational networks (rather than distinct parties/interest 
groups/movements, she notes) primarily through a network analysis of the 1993 Yearbook of 
International Organizations. The author analyzed both simple count centrality (the number of 
ties each organization has to others in the network, as a % of all ties in the network) and 
betweenness centrality (# of times a given organization is located between two unconnected 
organizations) as the dependent variables. She used UN consultative status (formal) and number 



of connections with UN agencies (informal) as two measures of elite alliances.  Finally, she 
controlled for age of the org, NGO membership, size, and headquarters location. The only 
statistically significant relationship she found was between informal ties and simple count 
centrality, with little variance explained by formal consultative status.  The author attributed this 
finding to the fact that strict criteria were applied to consultative status, thereby excluding most 
TSMOs and leading them to pursue alternative strategies through informal ties.  She 
supplemented her statistical analysis with organizational interviews, with similar findings: 
consultative status/forming informal ties are distinct organizational strategies.  She concludes 
that movement groups can gain advantage by using political networking as a tactic, though not 
all movements engage in this activity. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


