
Question of the Day

• What does the history of Boston’s 
development tell us about the issues 
facing the city today?



The growth of Boston was 
shaped by four distinct themes:

• Early exploitation of the advantages of 
controlling direction of development

• Integration of open space in city 
• City relationship to the water
• Transportation needs and problems
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Forces that shaped city aren’t 
unique:

• Natural Environment 
• Rail Transportation
• Roads/Autos 
• Shipping
• Retail Trade 
• Wholesale Trade 
• Service Trades
• Manufacturing 
• U.D. Movements

• Immigration/Social 
Structure 

• Institutions 
• Tourism
• Federal Investment
• Community 

development 
programs

• Public Open Space 
• Land Subdivision
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