VBRI L /L0710 /NI | Aty

AWHERIN ARE SHEVV— ~
ED THE COMMODIES
ARISING BY A WEL ORDE-
RED, AND RVLED
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Such as that of the Socictic of Merchantes Ad-
venturers is proved to bee, written principallic for the &
beeeer information of thofe who doubt of the
Nece[farienes of the [aid Societie su the
Stase of the Realme of
Englande s,

By lounNn WuEELER, Sccre-
taric to the {aid Socictic.
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TO THE RIGHT HO-
' NORABLE SIR ROBERT
GCECILLKNIGHT, PRIN-

cipall Secretarie to her
Maiestie,cro.

¥ H ose which here-

fe tofore (Right Honorabley
39 haue written of anie mat-
728 ter, and had opinion, that
P08 ) the 'publifhinge thereof

Slbia ““might doe good vnto o-
thers, haue vied to Dedicate their Eabours
tofome one, or other, vnder whofe coun-
tenance, and protection the fame might go

foorth, and beethe better lyked, and recey-

‘ued ofall men : Whiche is the caufe that F

haue made belde to infcribe this TReATIsE,
- 0 Ag {fuch



THE EPISTLE.
fuch asitis, vnto your Honour, vpon hope
of fanourable allowance, and Patronage,
whiche [ inftantlie craue, and entreat, and
with all, that in the readinge thereof, your
Honourwould vouchefaufe to remember,
thatit concerneth thofe men, and that olde
and auncientlie renoumpned Companie of
MERCHAVNTES ADVENTVRERS,
which was fo well efteemed ofand highlie
fauoured by your late right Honorable Fa-
ther, of woorthie memorie, vato whome
as God hathappointed your Honourto be
aSucceflourin manie excellént thinges of
thislife, whether wee regarde the Honou-
rable Places, wherevnto you are called in
the Gouuernement of the Seate, or the ver-
tues, and qualities fite for fo waightie a cal-
linge, wherewith you are endewed , So it
may pleafe your Honour to take vnto you
this Succefsion alfo, to witte, the dewufull
Qbfervancie, and Promptitude, which the
faid Companiealwayes { hewed towardes
your faid right Honourable Fathers ﬁ-.ruici,
.. E an
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and which they alfo ftande readie,and defi-
rousto prefent, & performe vato your Hos'
nour to their beft power,and abiliie.

Iam not ignorant alfo, thatitisthe man-
ner of Writers,to fill vp the Frcatcﬁ partc of
their Prafaces with the praifes, and comen-
dations of thofe, to whome they Dedicate
their Trauailes,and furelie this Retwvard fec-
meth to bee dew vnta true Vertue, that the
Memorie thereof {hould bee confecrated
to Pofteritie, which can not be performed
by anie Monument better,then by Bookes:
Andalbeit, without all Glofinge, or coun-
terfeyting, I haue heerein vericdeed a large
fielde of your Honours prayfes offered vn-
to mee,yet becaufe my hmplicitie not one-
lie abhorreth all Adulation, but withall all
kinde of Fawninge, or flatteringe fpeeche,
and thatyour Honours fingulare Modeftie,
is wonte, not to abide anic thing lefle, then
euen the modefteft commendations, I wilt
Jett paffe the fame, and come vnto the han-
dlinge of the enfuing Treatice, which with:
' - my



THE EPISTLE.
myfelfe { humblierecommende vato yout
Honours good fauour, and fo befeeche the
Almightie to blefle,and keepe your Honor.
wHiddelbrough the vi* of Iune 1601,

Y our Honors with his
feruice at commandment,

Tobn Wheeler,

A Treatife of Commerce, where-

inare {hewed the commodities arifing by
awcll-ordred and ruled Trade, fuchas that of the
Socictie of <M ARCHANTS ADVENTVRERS is
prooved to bee, Written principallie for the better
information of thofé who doubt of the Nece[farienes
of vhe faid Sociesie in the flate of the Realme
of England: By lons WHEELER,
Secretarie 1o the [aide Socic-
tie.

Vita Cinilis in Sociesate €53, Societas im Imperio, &
Commsercio.

Commercio Gentes mare,montibufg, difirese mifien-
tur vt quod vfqua nafeitar, apud omnes affluat,

Te~% H  » & betwoo pointes about
Y, the which the Royal office, and
' ®q adminiftration of a Prince, is
=} 3% wholy employed, to wit,about
ba=72ex the Gouucrnement of the Per-
€2 | fons of men,next of Things c6-
: “Rvenientand fitt for the mainte-
naunce of Humane {ocictie:wherein principally the
civilelife confifteth,and hath herbeing: And there-
fore the Prince thatloveth the Policie,and rulcth by

B fage




2 A T'REATISE
fage and good councell, isto conftitute andappoint
certaine Lawes,and ordinarie Rules,both in the one
and the other of the abouefaid pointes, and cfpecial-
lie in the firt,as the chiefeft , which is coverfantand
occupied about the inftitutid of the perfons of men
in Pietie,civile converfation in maners,and facion of
life,and finallicin the mutual dewtie of Equitie,and
Charitie one towardes another : of the which my
purpofe is not to intreat,but fomewhat of that other
point, namely the gouvernement of Things conve-
nient, and fitt for the maintenance of Humane So-
cictie : wherevnto mens a&ions and affetions are
chicflie dire@ed, and whereabouts they beftow and
employe not onely the quickenes and induftric of
their [pirites, butalfo the labour and travaile of their
handes, and fides : that fo they may drawe from
thence cither commoditie or pleafure,or at leathwife
therby fupplie, helpe,& furnith their feveral wanes,
and neceffities: From hence, as from aroot or foun-
taine fitft proceedeth the eftate of cAtarchandife, and
then confequentlie in a rowe, fo manie,diverfe, and
fundrie Artes, as wefee in the worlde. Atwhich it
fhould feeme that man beginneth the train,or courfe
of his life, and therein firft of all difcovereth not on-.
lie the dexteritie and fharpenes of his witt,but with-
all that naughtines & corruption which is natiralkie
in him : for there is nothing in the world fo ordina-
rie, and naturall vato men,as to contrad,truck,mer-
chandife,and trafficque one with an other, (o that it
is almoft vopoffible for three perfons to converfe l;o.

gether
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Eether two houres,but they wil fall into talke of one
argaine or another, chopping, changing, or fome
otherkinde of contract . Children, affoone as cuer
their tongues are atlibertic, doe feafon theii [portes
with fome merchandife,or other, and whé they goe
tofchoole,nothing isfo commonamong them,as to
chaunge,and rechaunge,buycand fell o%that,which
they bring from home with them : the Prince with
his fubieéts,the Maifter with his feruants,one freend
and acquaintaunce with another,the Captaine with
his fouldiers, the Hufband with his wife, Women
with,and among them felues, and in awoord,all the
world choppethand chaungeth,runneth and raveth
after Martes, Markettes, and Marchandifing, {o that
all things come into Commerce,and paffe into Tra-
ficque (ina maner) in all times,and inall places: not
onely that, which Nature bringeth foorth, as the
fruites of the earth, the beaftes, and living creatures
with their [poiles,(kinnes,and cafes,the metalles,mi-
neralles,& {uch like things, but further alfo,this man
maketh merchandife of the workes of his owne
handes,this man of another manslabour, one felleth
woordes,another maketh trafficque of the skins,and
blood of other men, yea there are fome foiid o fub-
tilland cunning merchantes,that they perfwade and
induce men to fuffer them felves to bee bought and
folde,and we haue feene in ourtime enowe,and too
manie, whiche haue made marchandife of mens
foules : to conclude, all that a man worketh with his
hand, or difcourfeth in his fpirit, is nothing elfe but
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marchandife, and atriall to put in pradifc the Con.
tractes,whichthe Legiftes8 men fkilful in the lawes
knew not to naine otherwif thé thus: Povt des Fa-
cio vt facras: the which wordes in effect comprehend
in them all N« gotiations,or Traffiques whatfoeuer,
and arc none oiher thing but meer matter of mar-
chandite,and Commerce. Now albeit this affection
be inali perfons generallie both high and low, yet
thereare of the notableft, and principalleft Traffic-
quers whichare athamed, and thinke fcorne to bee
called Marchantes : whereas in deede Marchandife

. which is vfed by way of proper vacatié, being right-

lie confidered ofis not to be defpifed , or accoump-
ted bafe by men of ludgement, but to the contrarie,
by manie reafons and examples itis to be prooved,
that the eftate is honorable,& may bec exercifed not
only of thofe of the third eftate (as we tearme them)
but alfo by the Nobles, and chiefeft men of this
R ealme with commendable profite, and without a-
nic derogation to their Nobilities, high Degrees, &
conditions : With what great good to their States,
honors,& enriching of themfclues and their Coun-
reis, the Venetians, Florétines,Genouefés,and our neigh.
bours the Hollanders, haue vied this trade of life,who
knoweth not? or hauing feene the beautie, ftrength,
opulencie,and populoufenes of the abouefaid Ci-
tties, and Provinces wondreth not thereat? Was not
this the firft fteppe, and entric of the Kinges of Por-
wgallvnto the kingdomes, and Riches of the Eaft ¢
Solon in his youth, gaue him felfe to the feat of I;/ller-

chan-
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chandife, and in his time (aith Plutarch (bringing He-

fiedus for his Authour) there was none eftate of life “:)"l:;;"‘.'i"

seprochfullncither Art, or occupation, that did put
ditference betweene men,but rathet whichis more,
Merchandife was accompted an honourable thig,
as that whiche miniftred the meanes to haunt, and
trafficque with Barbarous Nations, to procure the
friendthip of Princes, and to gaigne expericnce i
many matters : in {o much (layeth hee) that there
haue been Merchants,which were founders of great
Citties, as he was that founded Marfeilles in France:
"The wife Thales Azilefins did alfo cxercife Merchan-
dife, likewife Hippocratesand Plato defrayed the char-
ges of a voyage, whiche hee madein Egypt, with the
monie which he got there by felling of oyle:So that
itappeareth, that not onely a Prince may ve this
kinde of men, I meane Merchantes, to the great be-
nefite, and good of his ftate, either for forreigne in-
telligence,or exploration, or for the opening of an
entrie and paffage vnto vnknowen and farre diftant
partes,or for the furnifhing of monic,and other pro-
vifions in time of warres,and dearth, or lattly,for the
fervice and honor of the Prince, andCoiitrie abroad
atall times requifite , and expedient , but alfo this
kinde of life may be exercifed and vied with com-
mendation, and without loffe of one jote of honor
in thofe, who are honorable, or of eminent degree,
asaforefzid : Wherevnto I adde this further, that
without Merchandife, no eafe or commodious li-
ving continueth long in anie ftatc, or common
: B3 wealth,
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wealth, no not loyaltie, or equitie it felfe, orvpright
dealing. Therfore herein alﬁ(},as intheformer goigm,
good order and rule is to be fet, where it is wanting,
or where it is alreadie eftablifhed, there it oughito
be preferved : for the maintenance of fo neceflarie,
and bencficiall an eftate in the common Wealth, by
conttituting meet and wel! proportioned ordinaces
ouer the [ame, & ouer thofc things, which are there-
vpon depending, betweene the Marchantes, and
thofc things, which are marchandized, or handled
likewife with c5venable,and well appropriated Ma-
giftrates, and overfeers for the maintenance, and ex.
ccution of the faid ordinances. For it s very certain
and truc, that fine imperio nec domss wlls, nec Civitas nec
Gens, nec Societas, nec hominum uminerfums genus Slare,
nec revum nasura ommis, nec Mundus ipfe potest cre.

The peaceable, politike, and Riche Prince Kin
Henrie the feventh, well marking the trueth hereo S
and perceiuing that as in former times, o in his,ma.
nie difturbances, grievances and damages had befal.
len to, and among the Englithe Merchantes his fub-
iedtes, trading into the lowe Countries, 0b defectuns
boni Regiminss, tooke order for the fame, as well by
confirming the auncient Charters of his Predecef.
fours, Kings of England vnto the Societie of M. M.
Adventurers, as alfo by adding therevnto newe,
whereby he fo ftrengthned,and enlarged the autho-
ritie, and Priviledges of the faide Fellowfhippe, that
euer fince the fame hath florifhed in great profperi-
tic, and wealth, and out ofit ( as out of a plentifull

Nour-
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Nourcerie) haue fprong and proceeded almoft all
the principall Merchants of this R ealm, at leaft fuch
Companics, as haue arifen fince, haue for the moft
part, tetched theirlight, patterne, and forme of poli-
cicand trade fromthe faid Societie to the incftima-
ble good and commoditie of this Realme, our na-
tiue Countrie: {o that to change this courfe were to
returne to the olde cofufion,and diforder,and with-
all to bereave the lande of fo-neceflarie and feruicca-
ble an eftate, as cMerchandife is.

Whatfoever is commendable,or is faid of the beft
founded Companies,or Merchauntesin generall,
maketh alfo for the Companie of Merehantes Ad-
uenturers {pecialtie: howbeit thefe things are perti-
cularlic for our purpofe to be confidered in this C6-

nie : Thefirst Inititution : The Aunciens estimation it
bath had : The flase and Gonvernement of it, andfuch be.
wefites, as growe 10 the Realme by the maintenance of i.

f the Fellow-

Jhippe or Companie of Marchantes Adventurers,
and the canfes thereof.

ARCV S Cato,a prudent Councel-
lour,and 2 good hulband in decd,
Plfaith : Quod oportes Patremfamilias
vendacem efJé non emacem: And who
Jlknoweth not,that we haue no fmal

need of manie things, whereof fo-
reign.




