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J- TO THE RIG
‘ HONOVRABLE, ED-
4t WARD, Earle of Worcefter,

HT

2

-

.- Liord of Chepflall,R agland,and Gower,
. Knighe of the moft Noble Order-of the

~e-t Garter,Maifferof the Horfe,and one
of the Kings moft Honourable

: Privy Covncrl.

Nowingall the vertesand en-
dowments of Nobility, which
Q| floritht in their height of emi.
su|ngnce in your Anceflors, now,

eiias by a cﬁhine__ legacy; and lie-
oo+ allinhenitanee fo furuineinyou; -
and fo confequently from you, to youir truly -
smobled 1ffite. (Right Hopourable). 1 prefu-
.. med to'publifh this vawoithy worke vnder
. {%pyr gracious patroriage: firft, as anacknow-

- “Tedgement of chat duty f am bound to yon in,
- asaferuant. Next,a ured that yourmoft ju-
' dmﬂféﬁiﬁgeis’zﬁﬁlﬂoipptouc‘wlucdxcrc-

~ in s authensike and good, asyour Noble and o
N " i.-“ : > A;" \ acguﬂo- . \
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 The Epiftle Dedicatory.
accuftomed mode(ty will charicably conniue:if
there be any thing therein vaworthy your lear-
ned approbation. 1haue {triud (my Lord) to
make good a fubieét,which many through en-
l_{y,but moft through ignorance, haue fought,
violently, (and beyond merit) to oppugne : in
which,if they haue eicher wandred through
fplecnc, or erred by non-knowledge, I haue
(to my power) plainly and freclyilluftrated;
propounding a frue, dirc&,‘and‘fa)?ﬂlfull dif
courfe, touching the Aﬂ‘:“]“ith-.thc' ancient
Digpity, and the true v(eof ARy and cheir

quality. If my indaftry herein be by the com=
mon Aduerfary harthly receiyed, butby your

Honour charicably cenfured, 1haue from the
iniudicious %l:mlcﬂeeme not) but what I
exped ; but from your Lordthip {whom I¢-
uer reucrence) more thenlcan merit,

meH@om bumllvly.d‘eﬂquel,_; ‘

T P A o oS
BEEBEEEE
Tomy good Friends and Fellowes,

the Citt,y—ziflor:.

S| Ve of my bufieft houres, Thaue (pared

& my [elfe fo much time asto touch fome

! part/'m/ars Congerning vs, 10 approue
Bl our Antiquity, ancient Dignity,und
@ V&N the trae vfe of our quality. That 1

N8N /1)) beene ancient,we hane deriued
#t frommore then two thoufand yeeres agos, [ucce(fiue-
lyto thisage. That 1t hath beene citeemed by the beft
and greateft: to omit all the noble Patrons of the for-
mey world , 1 necd alledge no more then the Royall
and Princely [crwices, in which e now line. That
the vfe thereof isanthensique, I haue done my endea-
wour to inflance by Hiftory, and approue by awthori-
8y. To excufe my ignovance in affecting no florifly of
Eloguence, to fet agloffe vpon my Treatife ] hane no-
shingto [ay for my felfe bus this: A good face needs
no painting,& a good caufe no abetting. Some caer-
curious bawe too liberally taxed vs - and hee (in my
shoughts) is held worthy reproofe, whofe ignerance
cannot anfwere for it felfe: 1 hold itmore honeft for
the quiltleffe to excufe, then the enuiousto exclaimes
Agnd wemay as freely (ous of our plainne([e) anfwere,
s they (ows of their perucrfneffe obieit) inflancing
my felfe by fammws Scalliger, learned Dodtor Gager,
v 43 Dot
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Doltor Gentiles, and others, whofe opins, >
ued arguments onour part,/ [llﬂf{;l mpy 5‘:;’:‘:5;:”"'
1ltogct/{rr omitled s becaufe I' am loath to 55: ux::’ e
borrowing from others : and befides, their woykes 5"‘
. sng exiant tothe world,offer them(elyes freefy s m’e: ,
’ ::::: r’:cro;/:%ml:::’ ti:: Eﬁo‘;’ uerfary to nome, I mtlre: | |
’ s8hen oppofition, nor proceed ,
| m/}; Labonr from any enny i me, bus rabrrpto ﬂm: fr’:f;: TO .T HE 1V DI CIALL
Zp eresnthey erre. Sowifhing you indiciall Audienges READER
oncft Pocts, and true gasherer s, I commi you all 1o the .

Sulne(fe of your befi wifbes.

A Haue vnderrooke a fubieét (curte-
1 ous Reader) not of fufficient coun-

Y & frenance to bolfter it felfe by his
ours euer, \ 3 owne ftrength; and cherefore haue
p Sl charitably reached it my hand to

TH e — ipport it again{t any fucceedin

Aducrfary. T could willingly hauc committed thiis
worke to fome more able then my felfe: for the
weaker the Combatant, hee needeth the ftron-
ger Armes, But in extremiries, 1 hold ic better
to weare rufty Armour, then to goe naked ;

ct if thefc weakehabilliments of ware, can bue

. Zucklcr itfrom past of therudebuffets of our Ad-
p- ucrfaries, I Thall hold my paines fofficiently guer-

doned. My pen hath feldome appeared in Prefle

i till now, I haue beene cuer o icalous of mine

owne weaknefle, willingly to thruftinto the Prefle:

nor had Iac this time,but thara kinde of neceffity

enioyncd me to fo fudden abufinele. I will neither

! fhew my felfe oucr-prefumeuous,in skorning thy fa-

) TO uour, nor too importunate a beggar, bytoo fernilly

increating it VVhat thou art content to beftow vpon .
my ;
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Tothe Reader.

my pains, I am content to accepe: i -~

they arc all I defire: if good wgrd{,g :hOd t:?ro ehes

thc|.1 I'df:fcruc : if bad opinion,] am forryC)i hacumc?rc

cur d-{mf ?uil lang}lage, I know not how I haucc o

ntc_d it : ifany th_mg,I am pleafed : if nochin I':c-

fasisfied, contenting my felfc with this: I haugzi oy

, no morte then (had Ibeene called to account) (Sl’\n'c
.y wed what I could fay in the defence of my owr;:

" quahIY'

Thine

T.Havvvoop.

Firmavalentperfe ﬂllm\é Machima querant,
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Aoaoheyiis Ty wumngopair,

Tf(ﬂ A"mfg,m_" ualofh mouxaium iy
ad m) fa Ape ¢ {3 700 Jhp o)

Hop 6.1:;01)3:5! pidrec ng.“ﬁm";.w Shren - " (
@iy puIiE TOY xeppi XSoT: xawpmedia NEes . \
Tur 4t wodinary uams ash’ o Tempadla wippu:
A0 Hy iedk, 1 pavaes Suws T VaresTing
BdNare, agy rwparmbn ot & i pagarbin Graregict
A oty dies Soraudc rEMY prprny,

Bi gihane padzis oandy i oo brdren,

A0 e Hcan x4y Keder drIf Lmnoons.

An T,

In laudem,ncc Operis,nec Authoris.

F Allor? enhzc folis non foliiws grava Theatris?
( Effeputes folis quanguam diclasa Theatrss)
Magna [ed & facyovenies 1ibi gratiaT emplo,
Paruc Liber; proles bant infitianda Parents.
Plurimis biunc nactus Librum de-plebe-Sacerdos
((opiaVerborum cwi it non capia Rerum)
CMateric tantumspetet bincs quantum nic inune
Promere Menfeporeft: nec invn forfitan Anno. _
D quemnis Texturss; balbd de Narelocutus, L
Protimiss exclamat ( Nefandapiacula! ) invrbe N
(Trohdolor! ) Impictas nnduld fronte vagatur!
Zccelsbrum ( Fratres ) Dammanda Authore Poitis
Pejorem, wec Sol vidi mec Vesftin Ipfe-- . .
Herefiarchavales componere: Quippe.Theatys
Mentitas loguitur landes (3 Tempora! ) laudes
Ldems fi posis eft, Monachum, Monacifive Cucullums.
Sacro quis Landesunquam Nomén-veTheawri. .
RepperitinC AN O N £ handvllns. Stolidiffime, Dogma
Non ( ANONE M fapit hoc igiswr, fed Apocryphin. Inde
(Lymphatwm astonito peétus tundente Popello, .
Et vacuum quaflinte capus meefiwmg, tnenss) {
8ic wulsovancum drocisans fudere Pereras;
o T T T 4 Quod ‘

J
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Agentleperfon this, andhe aclowne
Oneman isvagged,and another braue. .
All men haue parts,and each man acts his owne.
She a chafte Lady aéketh all herlife,

Awanton Curtezan another playes.
This,coucts marriage louc,that,nuptial ftrife,
Bothin continualla&tion fpend their dayes.
Some Citizens, fome Soldiers, bernc toaduceater,
Sheepheards and Sea-men; then our play’s begun,
When weare borne,ahd tothe world firft enter,
Ana all finde Exies when their parts are done.

An Apology for

Adtors, and firft touching

}.
X
§
K

If then the world a Theater prelent,
As by the roundnefle it appeares moft fir,
Built with Rarre- gallerics of hye afcent,
Ynwhich Zebome dath as fpe&ator fit.
And chiefe determiner to'applaud che beft,
And theirindeuours crowne with morc chenmerit.
But by their euill actions doomes the reft,
To end difgractt whilft others praife inherit.
He that denyes then Theaters {hould be,
He may as well deny a world to me.

their Antiquity

Oovep bythe fundry exclamations of
many feditious Se&ifts in this age, who
inthe fatnes and ranknes of 2 peacaable
Common-wealth, grow vp like vnfa-
\ v uery-tufts.of graffe, which though out-

¢t wardly greenc and frefh to the eye, yet
arethey both vapleafant & vnprofitable,
becing too fower for food,andtoo ranke for fodder:Thefe

men like the antient Germans, affeting no fathion but
their owne,would draw other nations to bee flouens hike
them-felues, and vadertaking to purific and reforme the
facred bodies of the Church and Common-weale (Inthe
trew vie of both which they arcaltogether Ignoric,)would
but like artleffe Phifitions, for experiment fake, rather mi-
nifter pilsto poyfon the wholebody then cordials to pre-
ferueany or the Jeaft part. Amongft many other thinges
sollerated in this peaceable and forifhing State, it hath
o pleafed the high and mighty Princes of this Land to limit
. : : the vfe of certaine publicke Theaters, which fince many of
P . ‘ thefe oucr-cutious heads haue lamfhly g violently flande-
: ’ ] . a— sed, Theld it nota mifle to lay open fome few Antiquitics
- o S A}_l to approue thetrue vie of them,with arguments (not of the
. o L : lealt moment)which according rothe weaknes of my fpirit
; ) : . and mfancy of my iudgment I will(by gods gracc)commit
, B to

i{, - Thomas Eeywood.
{
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An Apologie

tothe eyes of all favorable and iudiciall readers, as well to
fatisfie the requefts of fome of our well qualified fauorers,
asto ftop the enuious acclamarions of thofe who chalenge
ta them-felues a priviledge Inue&iue, and againft all free
eftates a railing liberty : Loath am I ( Iproteft ) being
the youn%\cﬂ and weakeft of the Neft wherin I was hatch,
to foare this pitch before others of the fame brood more
fledge, and of better winge then my felfe : but though they
whome more cfpccially this taske concernes , both for
their ability in writing and fufficiency in Tudgement (as
their workes generally witnefle to the world: ) are content
to ouer-flip fo neceffary a fubie&, and hauc left it as to mee
the moft vaworthy : I though itbetter to ftammer out my
mind, then not to fpeake at all 5 to fcrible dewne a marke in
the (ead of writing a name, and to ftumble on the way, ra-
ther then to ftand ftill and not to proceede on fo neceflary
alourney. Nox erat, G fomnusiaffos [ubwmifit ocellos,

It was about that time ofthe night when darknes had al-
ready ouerfpread the world, and a hufhe and generall fy-
lence pofleft the face of the earth, and mens bodyestyred
with the bufinefle of the day, betaking themfelues to their
beft repofe, their neuer-fleeping foules labored in vn.
coth dreames and vifions, when fuddenly appeared to me
thecragicke Mufe Melpomnene

~———— animofa Tragedia.

——— ¢ mowst piclis imsxa Cothnynis

Denfum Cefarie, terque quaterque (aput:

Her heyre rudely difheucled, her chaplet withered, her
vifage with teares ftayned, her brow furrowed, her eyes.
deiected, nay her whole complexion quite faded and alte-
red :and perufing her habit, I might behold the colour of
her freth roabeall Crimfon, breathed, and with the inue-
nomed iuice of fome prophane fpilt inke in euery place ftaj-
ned: nay more, her busken of all the wonted Iewels and
ornaments, vtterly defpoyled ; about which in manner ofa
garter Imight behold thefe letters written ina playn; and

arge

For A&ors.

large Chara&ter.

Beholdmy Tragicke Buskinrent and torne,

Which Kings and Emperors intheirtymzs haue woy .

This Ino éoncr had perus’d, buc fuddenly T might per-
ceauethe inraged Mule, cafl vp her skornfuli head: her cye-
bals (parklefire, & a fuddain flafh of difdaine,intermixt with
rage, purple her checke. Whea pacing with a maicfticke
gate & rowfing vp her frefh fpiries with a liuely and queint
a&ion, fhee began in thefe or the like words,

Grande fovant tragics, tragices decet Ira ((othurnos,

Am I Melpomene the buskend Mufe,

That heldin awe the tyrants of the world,

And playdetheir lines in publicke Theaters,

Adaksng them fearcto finne, fince feareleffe 1

Prepardte wrytetheir lines s Crim[in Inke,

eAndaltthesy framesineye of all the world?

Hasie nos Iwhipt Uice with a feonrge of fleele,

Vomaske flerne Murther ; [oam'd lafciuions Luft,
Pluct off the vifar from grimme Treafons face,
eAndmade the Sunncpoint at their vgly finmes?
Hath not this pewerfull hand tams'dfiery Rage,

Kild poyfonens Enuy with her owne keene dfru,

Choak't vp the Cometons month with moslten gold,

Burft she vaft womsbe of cating Glattony,

And drownd the Drunkards gall iniwice of grapes3

1 hawe (howed Pryde bss pilture on 4 fiage,

Laydeope the vgly foapes bis feele-glaffe hidy

And made bim paffe thence meekely : Inthofe dases

# hen Emperowre with their prefence grac’t my [ceanes,

eAnd thewghs nowe worthy toprefent themfelucs

Sanc Emperonrs: to delight Emba(ladonrs.

Then didthis gariand florifs then my Roabe

W as of the decpeft (rimfon, the beff dye:

Cura Ducum fuerant alim regumque poetx.

Premiaque Aatiquimagna tulere Chori

Wholodge thew iuthe bofome of great Kingg.

B a Sane
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For A&ors.

Saue bethat hada graue Cothurnate Mufe,

Apatelyverfeinan lambick_ [isle )

Becamea Kefors mouth.Ob thefe were times

Fot for you Bardstovent your golden_Rymes,

Thendsd [ treadon Arvas, Clothof T iffue, )

Hung roundthe fove-front of my [Rage: the pillers

That did fupport the Roofe of my large frame

Double apparrel Linpare Ophir go{d:

W hillt she ronnd Civcle of my [pacions orbe

Was lbrang’d with Privces, Dukes asd Senators,.

Nunc Hederz fine Honoreiacent.

But now's the fron age, and. black-mouth’d Curres;

Buarke at the vertwesof the farmer world.

Such with thesr breath hbm:c 17/4/?:4:‘ my /r'e/} roabe,

Plucke at my flowry Chaplet, tow/dmy brefjes.

Nay ?ome war:t ﬁ{' their bafenzffe hift and skorwd

The Stage, «s loathfome, hath long-fince fpwed onty

Huse watche sheir tome to caft inuenom' d Inke

To luyne my garmentswith . 0}.) Seneca

Thoutragicke Poet, badft thoulin'dto fee

This outrage done to fadMelpomene,

With (uch foarve lynes thon ;v'au/d/'t‘ rewengomy blot,

As Armed Omd againft Ibis wrot, o
With that in rage fhee leftthe place,and I my dre;amg,‘_ or
at the inftant [ awaked, when hauing Perufcd this vi ion
ouer and ouer againe inmy remembrance,] fuddenly bc‘;
thought mee, How many antient Poets, Tragicke an
Comti’ck'C, dying many ages agoe liue fill amongft vs in
their works,as amongft the Greekes, Ewripides: W;nmd'r.
Snpbatler,EupoIid,Eft‘hllﬂ,driﬂapb@ne:,vdpyo'ﬂol{rmi uxt.:-
drides, Nichomachsus, Alexss, Tt wreus-and others foamong the

Latins:eAttilina, AGHins, Melithws Plastss, T erens 85 others .

whome fore breuity fake I omit.
Hos Edifcit & bos arilo ftipataTheatre
Spectat Roma potens buabet hos, numeratgwe Péetati

Thefepotent Rome aqyi;:c_und oldethhears .-

it Ad:

An Apologie

eAndinthetrvound Theaters ]ﬂntl(t t6heare:

Thefe orany of thefe had they liued inche afternoene of the
world, as they dyed euen in the morning, I affure my
felfe wold haue left more memorable tropheys of that lear-
ned Mufe,whome in their golden numbers they fo richly
adorned. Andamongft our moderne pocts.who haue bene
induftrious in many an claborate and ingenious poem, cucen
they who’epennes hauehad the greatet trafficke withthe
Stage, haue bene in the excufe ofthefe Mufes molft forget-
full Butleauing thefe, left T make too large a head toa
fmall body,and fo mifthape my fubie&, I willbegin with
the antiquity of Aéting Comedies, Tragedies, and Hylte-
ries, And firft in the golden world,

Inthefirft of the Olimptads, amongft many other a&tiue
exercifes in which Hercules cuer trimph d as vitor, there
was in his nonage prefented vato him by his Tu.or in
the fafhion of a Hiftory,adted by the choyfe of the nobiliry
of Greece,the worthy and memorable adts of his father
Inpiter.- Which beng perfonated with liuely and well-fpiri-
ted a&tion, wrought fuchimpreffion in his neble thoughts,
that in meere emulation of his fathers valor(not at the be-
heft of his Stepdame /wwo )he perform’d his twelue labours:
Him valiant Thefeus followed, and Achsiles, Thefeus. Which
bredin them fuch hawty and magnanimous attempts, thae
cuery fuccceding age hath recorded their worths, vato
frefh admiration, eAriffatle that Prince of Philofophers,
whofebookes carry fuch credit, euen in thefe our vniuer-
fnies,that tofay fpfe dixit is a fufficient eAixioma, hee ha-
uingtthe tuition of young edlexander , caufed the de-
frullioriof Troy to be adéd before his pupill, inwhichthe
valor of Achilleswas fo naturally expreft,thatit imprefl che
hart of Alexander,in fomuch thacall his fuccecding actions
were meerly fhaped after- that patterne, and it may be
imagined had eAhilles never lived, Alexarder had neuer
eonquered the whole world, The like affertion may be

made of that eucr-renowned :Roman Iulin Cifar, Who--
B3 after v
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An Apologic

after the like reprefentation of Alexavder in'the Temple of
Herculos flanding in Gades was neuer in any peace of
thoughts, till by his memorable exployts, hee had pur-
chas’d to himfelfe the name of e Alexander: as Alexander till
hee thought himfelfe of defert to be called Aehslles:eAchilles
T heflews, Thefeus tillhe had fufficiently Imitated the ads of
Hereules,and Hercules till hee held himfelfe worthy to bee
called the fon of Zupiter. Why fhould not the liues of thefe
worthyes,prefented inthefe our dayes, effect the like won-
ders in the Princes of our times, which can no way bee fo
exquifitly demonftrated, nor {o liucly portrayed as by acti-
ou: Oratory is a kind of a fpeaking picture, thercfore may
{ome fay,is it not {ufficient to difcourfe to the eares of prin-
ces the fame of thefe conquerors : Painting likewife, is a
dumbe oratory,therefore may we not as well by fome cu-
rious Pigmalion, drawetheir conquefts to worke the hke
loue in Princes towards thefe Worthyes by fhewing them
their piGtures drawne to the life,as it wrought on the poore
painter to bee inamored of his owne fhadow; I anfwer this,

Non magis cxpre/fi vnltu per abewiafigua

Quam per vatis opus,mores aninsique viroysm

Clarorum apparent.

Thevifage 15 o better cut in braffe,

Nor canthe Caruer focxpre[fethe face

As disth the Poetspenne whoje arts (urpaffe,

T o giue mens liues andvertues theiy due grace.

A Defcription is only a fhadow receiued by the eare but
not perceiued by the eye: fo liucly portrature is meerelya
forme feenc by the eye, but can neither fhew ation, paffi-
on,motion,or any other gefture, to mooue the fpirits of the
beholder to admiration :but to fee a fouldier (hap’d likea
fouldier,walke,fpeake,act likea fouldier: to feca Helor all
befmered inblood, trampling vpon thebulkes of Kinges.
A Troylus returning from the %r.l in the fight ofhis facher

Priam.as if man and hotfe cuen. from the feeds rough.

fetlockes tothe plume in the champions helmet had bene
togethet

For A&ors.

together plunged into apurple Ocean: To fee 2 Pompey
ride in triumph, then a Csfar conquer that Pompey: labou-
ring Hanmball alive, hewing his pa{fagc through the
Alpes.To fecas 1 haue feene, Herculesinhis owne thape
hunting the Boare, knocking downe the Bull, taming
the Hart, fighting with Hydra, murdering Gerion, {laugh-
tring Diomed,wounding the Stimphalid=s killing the Cen-
taurs, pafhing the Lion, fqueezing the Dragon, dragging
(erberns in Chaynes,and laftly,on his high Pyramides wri-
ting Nilvltra, Ohthefe were fights tomake an Alexander,
Toturneto our domefticke hyftories, whatEnglith
blood fecing the perfon of any bold Englifh man prefen-
ted and doth not huggehis fame, and hunnye at his valor,
purfuing him in his enterprife with hisbeft wifhes, and as
beeing wrapt in contemplation, offers to him in his hare
allprofperous performance, as if the Perfonater were the
man Perfonated, fo bewitching athing is livelyand well
fpirited ation, that it hath power to new mold the harts
of she {pe&ators and fathion them to the fhape of any noble
and notable attempt, What coward tofechis contryman
valiant would not bee athamed of his owne cowardife?
What Englifh Prince fhould hee behold the true portrature
ofthat amous King Edward the third, foraging France,
taking fo great a King captiue inhis owne country, quar-
tering the Englifh Lyons with the French Flower-delyce,
and would not bee fuddenly Inflam*d with fo royalla fpec~
tacle, beingmade apt and fit for the like atchieuement. So
ot Henry the fift : but not to be tedious in any thing. Owid in
one ofhis poems holds this opinion,that Romulus was the
firft that broght plaics into Italy,which he thus fets downes

Primus (silscitos fecsfti Romule Ludos, De Arte Aman-
di. 1,

Cums inrit vidwos rapta [abina viros

Tunc neque marmorco pendebant vela Theatro, Cre,
Whichwee E nglifh thus,

ThownobleRomulus firff playes contrines,

Toget thy widdowed fouldiers Sabine wywes. p
]
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For A&ors.

Inthofe dayes from the marble bowfe did wana
No fiile, no filkenflagge, or enfigne érxmc.
Then was the Tragicke (fage not printed red,
Or any mixed flaines on pillers pred.

Then didihe Sceane want art, th*vnready flage
W us made of gr affe and earth in that rude aie :
eAbont the which were thicke-leawd branches plaged,
Nor didthe eAudients holdthem|elues difgraced

Of turfe and heathy fods to make their feates,
Fram'din degrees of earth,and moffy peates.

T biss plac’d im ord:r enery Roman pry'd

Into her face that fate next by bis fide

And clofing with her, feuerally gan moue,

T he innocent Sabime women to sheirlone : )
eAndwhil’ft the piper Thufcus rudely plaid,
eAndby thrice Famping with his foote had made

A /igm vnto thereff, there was n.lbom.

Whofe flrill report picr [t all the aire about,

Nowat afigne of rape ginen fromthe King,

Round through the bow'e the lufly Romans fling,
Leauing no corner of the (ame vnfoughs,

Till euery eme afrightedvirgin caught.

Looke as the trembling Dose the Eagle ﬂye(,

Cr ayong Lambewhen be the “ oolfe espyess

Soran the poore girles, flling th'aire with skreckes,
Emptying of all the colour their pale cheekes.

One feare poffest them all but ot one looke,

T bis teavetber haive, foespath her wits forfsoke.

Some fadly fit, fome on their mothers eall,

Som: chafe, fomeflye, (ome [b.ay,but ﬁvghted all,

Thita weretbe rassfly'd Sabines blufbing led
(Becomming fhame yunto each Romans bed.

Ifany friw'd agam$ it, ffreight her man

Wonld mbo beron his knee (whom fare Me w.n) .
Acd vy WhyweepF thayt [weet? whar ailes my deere f
Dry upthrzfe drops,thefe clowds of forrow clzere.

W™

(e

For Aors,
JPebeto thee jfthonthy grief wilt fmother,
Such as thy father was vnso thy mother,
Fullwell conldRomulus bis Sowldiers Ppleafe,
To gine them [uch fuire miftre(Jes au thefe,
ffuch vich wages thon wilt giue to me,
Great Rommlus thy fonldier Twill e,

Romuelus haning ere&ted the walles of Rome,and] eadx’ng

vnder hima warlike Nation, being in continuall warre
with the Sabines, after the choyce feleting of a place, fic
for {ofamous a Citty, and not knowing how to people
the fame, his traine wholly confifting of Souldicrs, who
withoutthe company of women (they not hauing any in
their Army) could not multiply ; but fo were likely thae
theirimmorrall fames fhould dyeiffulefle wich their mor-.
tall bodies, Thus therefore Romuiis devifed ; Afteraparle
andattonement made with the neighbour Nations, hee
built a Theater, plaine, according to the time; yet large fic
for the entertainement of fo greatan Affembly, and thefe
were they whofe famous iffue peopledthe Cittie of Rome,
whichin after ages grewto fuch height, that not 7y,
founded by Dardanus, Carthage layed by Dido, Tyvue buile
by Agenor, Memphis made by Ogdous, T hebesfearcd by (ed-
mus, nor Babylowreared by Semiramis, were any way equall
to this fituation grounded by Romwius : to which all the
difcouered kingdomes of the earth after became tributa.
rics, Andinthe noone-tideof their glory, and height of
all their honor,they edified Theaters,and Amphi-theaters :
for in their flourithing Common.weale, their publike Co-
medians and Tragedians moft florifhed, infomuch that the
Tragicke and Comicke Poets, were all generally ad-
mired of thepeople, and particularly euery man of his pri-~
uate Mecenas.

Inthe reigne of Augufius Chrift was borne, and as well /perante Aus
Inhis dayes asbefore his birch, thefe folernnities were held %’,ﬁjff 3 atus o*
inthe greateft eftimation, In Inbins Cefars time, predecel= 1ppenanse 7.
forto o Augufim, the fameus hony-tong’d Orator Cicere beviocrucifisys,

: C

florifhed;
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flurifhed s who, amongt many other his eloquent Orati-
ous,writ certaineyet extant, for viic Comedsan Rofoins (pro
Kofcso (omzds ) of whom we fhall fpeake more large here-
after, Thele continued in their honour till the reigneof 75~
berius (afar, and vnder Tiberins Chrift was crucified. To
this end do I vie chis affertion, becaulein the full and per-
fettime our Sauiour foiurned on the earth, euenin thofe
happy and peacefull dayes the fpacious Theaters were in
the greate(t opinion amongft the Romans; yet, neither
Chrift himfelfe,nor any of his fanétified Apofties,in any of
their Sermons, A¢ts, or Documents, fo rauchas named
them,or vpon any abufiue occafion,touched them, There-
fore hence (methinkes) a very probable and impottant ar-
gument may be grounded, that fince they,in their divine
wifdomes, knew allthe finnes abounding inthe werld be-
forcthat time, taxt and reproued all thuabufes reigning in
thartime, and forelaw all the a&ions and inconueniences
{to the Church preiudiciall) in the timeto come; Since
they (1 {ay) inalltheir holy dotrines, bookes,and princi-
ples of Duinity, were contentto paffc them ouer, as
things tollerated, and indifferent, why fhould any nice and
ouer-fcrupulous heads, fince they cannot ground their cu-
rioufucfle either vpon the old or new Teftament, take vp-
on themto correé®, controule,and carpeac that, againft
whichthey cannotfinde any texc in the facred Scriptures?
Inthe time of Nero ((«far, the Apoftlc Panlwas perfe-
cuted and fuffered, Nero was then Emperour, Paw/ writ his
Epiftle to the Romans, and acthe fame time did the Thea-
ters moft florifh amongit the Romans ; yet where can we
quoteany place in his Epiftles, which forbids the Church
of God,then refident in Rome, 1o abfent themf{elues from a-
ny fuch affemblies.
To {peake my opinion with all indifferency, God hath
not enioyned vs to weare all our appatrell folely to defend
the cold:Some dgarmcntg we wicare for warmth, others for

id the children of Ifrael hang eare-singsin
- their

i ;
ornaments So

For A&ors;

their eares, nor wasiit by the law forbid B
rity isnot look’t for at Zur hands, bcingel?ag:::l.zgiitgu-
mane, that is required of the Angels, being celeftial] u‘;
d1‘u1ne. _God madevs ofearth, men; knowes our nat e
dxfpoﬁngns and imperfedtions, and therefore hath Il'm's'
ted vs atime to reioyce, as hee hath enioyned vs a timm"-
mournc for our tranfgreffids. And T hold them more fe.to
pulous than well aduifed, that goe about to take f; v
the vfe of all moderate recreations, Why hath Godroo?i1 by
nedfor man, varictie of meates, daintjes and dclicatcrs a{;_
notto taﬂe_thcrcon?why doth the world yeeld cho ce lf
honeft paftimes, if not decently to vie them? Was ngr t}?
Hare madeto be hunted ? the Staggetobe chaced; and fe
of all other beafts of game in their feuerall kindes 7 ﬁnco
Godhath provided vs ofthefe paftimes,whyma wee nof
vie them to his glory? Now if you aske me why}\,avcrc nor
the Theaters as gorgeoufly built in all other Citjes of 1':4/L
as Rome¥And why are not Play-houfes maintained as w l{
in other Citics of England, as London? my anfivere is ; Itcis'
fiot meet euery meane Efquire fhould carry the pare l:;elon
ging o one of the Nobility, or for a Noble.man to viisrpe
theeftate of a Prince. Rome was A HMetropoliz,aplace whpi
therall the nations knowne vnder the Sunne ’rcforted : fo.
is Lf.ma’cn, and being to receiue all Eftates all Princes ‘aﬂ
;‘Jauons, thcrcforc_ to affoord them all cho’ycc of paﬂir'ncs
gf;g:;:}:nccli:ccrc;tl:ons:yct were there Theaters inal] thc'
ies ofthe w, e Wi i
B e s of ¢ world, as we will more Jargely parti.
Ineuer yer could read any Hiftory of any Co
;vcalc,.w'hlch did not thrive & profpcr};vhilﬁ t}l”lefc ;::?l?l?c
olcmnxr1c§ wereheld in adoration, Ohbut(fay fome) Mar
cxs eAurelins banifht all fuch triviall exercifes beyond thc.
c?’;]ﬁms of Jtaly.Indeed this Emperour wasa Philofopher
1(; thefe&t of Diogenes, aCinicke, and whether the hand of
iogencs wouldbecome afcepter, oraroot better, I leaue
toyouriudgments, This Awrelins was a great & fharpe re-
C 2 prouer,
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prouer, who becaufe the Matrons and Ladies of Rome; in
fcerne of his perfon made a play of him;in Ixxs.tnn{c,xntcr.
dictedthe vie of their Theaters. So,bccnufc his wnﬂ; Fau-
Sne plaid falle with him,he generally exclaimed againftall
women : becaufe himf« lte could not rouchlan Inftrument,
he banifhe all the Mofitians in Rome, and being a meere co-
ward, put all the Gladiators and fwoanlaycr_s into ex:le.
And left his owne fufpe@edlifc fhould beagaine a&ed by
the Comedians, as itbefore had beene by the noble Ma-
trons, he profeft himfclfe aduerfary to all of that quahity,fo
feuere a reformation of the weale publike hgc vfcd, reﬂrfn—
ning the Citizens of theix free liberties, which Fx{l his daies
was not feene in Rome; but what profited this the weale
publicke?do but perufe the ancient Roman_Chromcl_cs, &
you (hall vndoubredly finde,that from the time ofd_us pre-
cife Emperour, that ftately Ciey, whofe lnfty buildings
crowned feuenhigh hils at once,and ouer-peered them all,
Qreight way begantohang the head, by degreesthe fore
reigne kingdomes revoleed, and the homage done tl?em‘
by ftrange Nations,was in alittle fpace quite abrogated »
forthey gouerned al! the world, fome vnder Confuls,fome
vider Pro-confuls, Prefidents and Prctors,;\'}:y dmxd.cd
their dominions and countryes into principahpcs,fomc in-
to Prouinces, fome into Toparchyes. {ome into Tetrar-
chyes,fomeinto Tribes,others into Echnarchyes :'but now
theirhomagce cealt, CMarcu aAureling ended (.hcn' lTurth,
which prefaged that fhortly after ﬂ10~uld begin their for-
row,he banifht'their hiberty. & immediatly followed their
bondage. For Kome, whichnll thenkept all the Nations
of the world in fubie&iue awe,was in alittle fpaceawd e~
ucn by the bafeft narions ofthe world. Toleaue Lialy,and
lookebacke into Gireece, the Sages and Princes of Grecia,
who fdr the refinednefle of their language were infuchre-
putation through the world, thatall other tongues were
elteemed barbarous; Thete that were thefirft vnderﬁ;n-
ders,tramned vp cheir youthfull Nobility to bee A&EZ:;i :;

For A&ors,

barring the bafe Mechanickes fo wotthy mployment: for
none buit theyong Heroes were admitted that pradtife, fo
to embolden them in the deliuery ofany forraine Embafly,
Thefe wife men of Greece(o called by theOracle) could by
their induftry , finde out no neerer or direter courfe to
plant humanity and manners in the hearts ofLhe multicude
thento inflruct them by moralized myfterics,;what vices ro
auoyd,what vertues to embraces whae caormityes to a-
bandon, what ordinances to obfrye ; whofe liues (bein
for fome fpeciall codowments in former times honoured)
they fhould admire and follow: whofe vicious a&tions
(perfonated i (ame licentious liver) they fhould defpife &
thunne : which borne outas well by the wifedome of the
Poet, as fupported by the worth ofthe A&ors, wroughe
fuchimpreffion in the hearts of the plebe,that in fhort fpace
they excelled in civility and gouernement, infomuch thae
from them all che neighbour Nations drew their patternes
ofHumanity,as well inthe eftablithing of their lawes, ag
the reformation of their manners. Thefe Mags and Gym-
nofcphiftes thatlird ( as1 may fay) in the childhood and
infancy of the world, before it knew how to fpeake perfe-
gtly, thought encnin thofe dayes,thar Action was the nee-
reft way to plant vnderftanding in the hearts of the jono-
rant. Yea(bue fay fome )you ought not to confound the ha-
bits of cither fex, as to lee yourboyes weare the attires of
virgins,&c. To which Ianfwere : The Scriptures are not
alwayes to be expounded meerely,according to the letter »
(for m fuch cflaec fands our may.e Sacramentall Contro-
uctfic) but they oughe exadtly tobee conferred with the
purpofe they handle.” To do as the Sodomites did,vfe pre-
pofterouslufts in prepofterous habirs, is in chat text flacly
and feuerely forbidden : nor can 1 imagine any man, that
hathin him any tafte or relith of Chriftianity, te be guil-
ty of fo abhotreda finne. Befides, it is not probable, thac
Playes were meant in that texr, becaufe we read notof any
Playes knowne in that time that Desteromomic was wri,
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smong the Children of Ifracl, nor do T hold it lawfull v
beguilc the eyes of the world in confonnding the fhapes
of cither fex, as to keepe any youth in the habic of a virgin,
or any virgin in the fhape of 2 lad,to fhroud them from the
eyes of their fathers, tutors, or protectors, or o any other
finifter intent whatfoeuer. But to fee our youths attired in
the habit ofwomen,who knowes not what their intents
be? who cannot diftinguifh them by their names, affured-
ly knowing,they arebutto reprefent fucha Lady, acfucha
time appoynted?

Do not the Vniuerfities, the fountaines and well. fprings
of all good Arts,Learning and Documents,admit the like
intheir Colledges ? and they (I affure my fclfc) are notig-
norant oftheir true vle, Inthe time of my refidence in Cams-
bridge, Thaue feene Tragedyes, Comedyes, Hiftoryes, Pa-
forals and Shewes,publickly adted in which Graduates of
good place and reputation, haue bene fpecially parted: this
is held neceffary for the emboldening of their Zunior fchol-
lers, to arme them withaudacity, againftthey come tobee
imployed in any publicke exercife, asinthe reading of the
Dialelticke, Rhetoricke,Ethicke, Mathematicke,the Phy-
ficke,or Metaphyficke Lectures, Itteacheth audacity to
the bathfull Grammarian, beeing newly admitted intothe
priuate Colledge, and after matriculated and entred asa
member of the Vniuerfity, and makes him a bold Sophi-
frer,toargue proet contra, to compofe his Sillogifmes , Ca-
thegoricke,or Hypotheticke(fimple or compound)to rea-
fon and frame a fufficient argument to proue his queftions,
or to defend any axvioma, to diftinguifh ofany Dilemma, 8

be able to moderate in any Argumentation whatfocuer.

To come to Rhetoricke, it not oncly emboldensa fchol-

ler to fpeake, but infiruds him tofpeake well, and with
iudgement,to obferue his comma’s,celons, & full poynts,
his parenthefes, his breathing fpaces, and diftingtions, to
keepea decorum in his countenance, neither tofrowne

when hethould finile, nortomake vnfeemely and dlfg}ui
(

———

For A&ors.

fed facesin the dclivery of his words, not to ftare with his
eies,draw asvry his mouth,confoiid his voice in the hollow
of his throat, or tearc his words haflily beewixt his ceeth,
neither robuftet his deske like a mad-man,nor ftand in his
place likealincleffe Image,demurely plodding, 8 without
anyfinooth & formal motid. It inftruéls him to fit his phra-
festohisadtion,and his aétion tohis phrafe, and his pro-

nuntiation to them both.

Tully in his booke ad (aium Herenninm, requires fiuc
thingd in an Orator, Juxention, ‘Difpofition, Eloqunsien Me-
wory, and Promantiation, yet all are imperfeét without
the fixt,which is = 4&ion: for be his inucn.ionnever fo flu-
ent and exquifite, his difpofition and order neuer fo com-
pofedand formall, his eloquence, and claborate phrafes
neuer fomateriall and pithy, his memory neuer fo Ermc &
retentiue, his pronuntiation neuer fo muficalland plaufiue,
zct without a comely and elegant gefture, a gratious anda

ewitching kinde of a&ion, a naturall and a familiar moti-
on of the head,the hand, the body, anda moderate and fit
countenance futable to all thereft, Thold.all thereft as no-
thing. A delinery & fweet a6 is the gloffe & beauty of any
difcourfe that belongs toa {choller. Andcthisis theation
behoouefullin any that profeffe this quality, notto vfe a-
ny impudent or forced motion in any part ofthe body, no
rough, orother violent gefture, noronthe contrary, to
ftand likea ftiffe (tarche man,but to qualific cuery thing ac-
cording tothe nature of the perfon perfonated:for in ouer-
a&ing trickes, and toyling too much inthe anticke habit of
humors, men ‘of the ripeft dcfert, greateft opinions, and
beftreputations,may breake intothe moft violent abfur-
dities. Ttake notvpon meto teach, butto aduife: foric
becomes my Zumiority rather to be pupild my felfe,thento
inftrn& others.

Toproceed,and to looke into thofe men thaeprofefle
themfelues aduerfaries to this quality,theyare none of the
grauctt,and moftancient Do&ors of the Academy, bnln

onely
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onely afort of finde-faults, fuch asinterefthelr prodigall
tongues in all mens affaires without refpe@, Thefe T haue
heard as liberally in their (uperficiall cenfures, taxe the ex..
ercifes performed in their Colledges, as thefc a&edon
eur publicke ftages, not looking intothe tiue & dire®
vfeof either,but ambitioufly preferring their owne pre.
fumptuous humors, before the profound and authenticall
iudgements ofall the learned Doctors of the Vniuerfitie,
Thus you fee, that touching the antiquity of AQors and
A&ting they haue notbeene new lacely begot by an vp-
flart inuention, but I haue deriued them from the firft O-
limpiads, and Ifhall continue the vic of them cuencill this
prefentage. And fo much touching their antiquity.

Parsfupereft eompti: pars cf cxchaufbalubors.

@he endof the fir Buske.
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OF ACTORS, AND

their ancient Dignitie.

Tue Seconp Booxke,

VLIVS (A S AR,the famous Con-
qucrour,difcourﬁng with CMarers Cice-
ro,the as famous Orator, amongft man
other matters debated, It pleafed the
Emperourto aske his opinion of the Hi-
firiones, the players of Romespretending
fome-cauell againft them, as men whofe
imployment inthe Common-weale was vnneceffary : to
whom (Tcero anfwered thus: Content thee Cefar,there bee
many heads bufied & bewitched with thefe paftimes now
in Rome, which otherwife would be inquifitiue afterthee
andthy greatneffe. Which anfwere, how fufficiently the
Emperour approued, may bee conieftured by the many
guifts beftowed, and priuiledges and Chartersafter gran-
ted co men of that quality, Such was likewife the opinion,
ofa great ftatefman of thislamd, about the time that cer<
tainebookes werc called in queftion. Doubtleffe there be
many men of that temper,who were they not carried away,
and weaned from their owne corrupt and bad difpofition,
and by accidentall meanes remoued and altered from their
dangerous and fullenintendments,would be foundapt and
prone to many notorious and trayterous practifes, Kings
& Meonarchesare by God placed and inthroaned fupra nos,
abouce vs,8 we are to regard themas the Sun from whom
weregeiuc the light to lise vader, whofe beauty & bright-
nefle we may onely admire, not meddle with : No ludamms
D cum
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OF ACTORS, AND
the true vie of their quality.

Tue Tuirp Booxs,

Ragedies and Comedics, faith Donatus,
1ad their beginning 4 rebus disinic, from

\5\“% diuine facrifices, they differ thus : In Co-

W, 1 | nedics, turbulenta puima, m‘mquilla vitima,
UR :(f&{ I n"‘l'ragcdyes, t.ranimllfv prima, turbulenta
ST @S v/rima, Comedies begin in trouble, and
end inpeace ; [ragedies begin in calmes, and ¢ndin tem-

eft. Of Comedies there'be three kindes, mouing Come-
dies, called (Motarie, Randing Comedies, called Seatarie,
ormixtbetwixt both, called Cififfe : they are diltributed
into foure parts,the Prologwe,that is,the preface; the Prota-
fis, that is, the propofition, which inclides thefirft A&,
and prefents the Actors ; the Epitafir, whichis the bufineffe
and body of the Comedy ; the laft the {wsaffrophe, and con-
clufion : the deffinition of the Comedy, according to the
Lains: adicour(c confitting of diuers inftitutions, com-
prehending ciuill and domeRicke things, in which is
taughe, whatinourliues and manners istobe followed,
what to bee auoyded, the Greckes define it thus :
Koo iciv sdomidy xgy moimay sy axey At wvpngr. Cisere
faith,a Comedy is the imitation of life,the glafle of cus
flome, and the 1mage of truth, in etbens they had cheir
firft originall, The ancient Comedians vfed to attire their
aQors thus:the oldinen inwhite,as the moftancient of al_l,
theyong menin party-coloured garments, to note their
diuerficy of thoughts, cheis flaucs and feruants in thin and

bare:

For Adtors;

bare vefturey either to note their ouerty,
m;ght run the more lighter aboutthfx’r aﬁr':iy;eso rtt'l:‘:t ;,he
rafites wore robes that were turned in, and .int icatels
w:appgdabouuhem; the fortunate in white the g‘?tdy
;}:-imcd 1;: de‘czy'cd Vcﬁllll’c, or garments, grow.ne outl(;;":-
ony therichin purple; the poore in cr: iers
wore purple ia.ckcrs, l'lr::md-malzds t;c‘?l:l::: f:fnéra‘: uldlgrs
gins, bawds,pide coares »and Curtezans, garmcntsgcfv;: .
colour of mu_d,tq denote their couetoufneffe ; the g o
;{vcrc hung with rich Arras, which was firf brou he Fa gc:
] Ing eAttalis into Rome : his ﬂate—hangings wercgfo ) ‘;n
lZc,i :’}:‘t{ fjromT::fnL all Tap;ﬂries, and rich Arras Wcrcc :al-
#4. Thisbeing athing ancient 3 it,
next of dnguty, as many argugacnts haucs go}::;r:rll):g lilt‘::l l:i.
now cuen in thefe dayes by the beft,without cxccptiox; f";
3:::?}5 :l?lf:'::u:d,:h{{a fl}:loglld II_ yeeld my cenfurc,gro:m-
candcftablifhe fufficiency,¢ !
founded on fand, any caftle buic; e oracy To.w.cr,
vpltart,and meere inf:ginary 0;11:1::;}1 e orany wluial
I Odenm': Hilarem trsstes trifiemgs iocofs,
.- cl:pc :h_exe 18 1o man ot fo vnfenfible a fpirit, that can
bu:fg haaamﬁ the trueand dire& vfe of this quality: Oh
dayc:}l'\ :u:);’b::l}:dlz";m‘g ll:l tl:;ir time, and fome i thefe
_ ! 1ty and therefore we volly o
ll‘::;n;;ps ;gamﬂ the vie. Oh thallow! BecZuf: tf'::l::?)}:r;
o u:) oufe burnt, we fhall quite condemne the vfe
e Do o b o b
s ¢ beene thipwrak’t, ne ma
:l::;qﬁgr traffickeby fea, Then] mayPas well ’uguc thnu[s}:;lel
o f1: nger, therefore muft I weare no knife,vond man
o 1:053 his horfe,therefore mut Irauell afoot; that man
abfucrl;ch’ therfore dare not I eate, What canappeare more
ofur tlt' enfucha groffe and fencelefle affertion? I could
aned V1s ipoynted weapon againft his breaft that aimes
] dlhn'e’ and reafon thus i Rofeinshad alarge' penfion ale
owed himby tht Cenate of Reome,why fhould not an Adtor
F2
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i is, the
' 1 defert, haue the like allowance now/ orthis, th
of t‘;ff‘;}:;: cC'lty and Natian'in the WPHd l:;ald playesin
mo At *dtlniration : Erga,but itisatulein Logicke, E.vpzrg;a
gr;~ tZta kit fit. Thefe are not che Bafles we mu.ﬂ bui
:‘:):’1; nor the columnes thatmuft fuppart our architecture.

td

Et L.tro,CF cantrsd, precingitur enfeviator.

Tz fed infids 63,6 fibsportat opzizte e
DBoth thecues and true-men, weapons w'c.;;u': alike:
T boneto defend, the ot bier comesto firke.

Letvs vie fireto warme vys,not to k}?rtc(‘n vsiro mal((ie'r]c‘::;
[ari burne our houfes : let vs drir
ur neceflaries, notto v
fo :ucnch our thirft, notto fusrfet; and eace ta (atisfic na=

rmondize.
tub_.rc, nog;:fiz velln i mente legatpr,
Conslabit mlliprffe m:mfe'---—-,2 y
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To proceed to the matter : Firfk,playing is an ornament
to the Citry, which ftrangers of all Nations, repairing hi-
ther, report of in their Countries, beholding them here
with fome admiration: for what variety of entertainment
canthere be inany Citty of Chriftendome, more then in
London? But fome will fay,this dith might be very well fpa-
ted out of the banquet : to him Ianfwere, Diogenes,that v-
fed too feede h rootes, cannot relith a March-pane, Sc-
condly,eur Enghifh tongue,which hath ben the moft harth,
vneuen, and broken language d0fthe world, part Darch,
patt Irub, Saxon, Scosch, Welfp, and indeed a gallimaifry of
many,but perfeét in none, is now by this fecondary meanes
of playing, continually refined, cuerywriter fhiving in
himfelte to adde anew Aorifh vntoit; fo thatin procefle,
from the moftrude and vnpohiht tongue, it is growne to a
moft perfet and compofed language, and many excellent
workes,and claborate Poems writ inthe fame,that many
Nations grow inamored of our tongue (before defpifed.)
Neither Saphicke, fonicke, Tambicke, Phaleuticke, Ado-
nicke,Gliconicke, Hexamiter, Tctramitrer, Pentamiter, Af-
elepediacke, Choriambicke, nor any other meafured verfe
vied amongft the Greckes, Latins, Italians.French, Dutch,or
Spanifh writers,but may be expreft in Ewglih,be itin blanke
verfe,or meeter,in Diftichen, or Hexaftichon, or in what
forme or fcet, or whatnumberyou can defire. Thus you
fecto what excellency ourrefined Enzlif is brought, that
in thefe daies we are afhamed of that Emphony & cloquence
which within thefe 60 yeares, the beft tongucs inthe land
were proud to pronounce. Thirdly, playes haue made
the ignorant morc apprehenfiue, taught the vnlearned the

nowledge of many famous hiftories, inftructed fuch as ci-
not reade in the difcouery of all our Enghfh Chronicles: &
what man haue you now of that weake capacity, that can<
notdifcourfc of any notable thing recorded euen from -
diam the Congueronr, nay fromthe landing of Brate, vatill

- this day, becing poffeft.of their true vie, Fos, or becaufe
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Playes are writ with this aé{me, and carryed wi_th this

methode, to teach the fubiets obedience to their King,

to thew the people the vatimely ends of ft uchas haue mo-

ued tumules,commotions, and infurre&tions,to prefent thé

withthe flourifhing eftate of fuch as liue in obedience,ex-
Ve of Trage- horting them to allegeance, dehorting them from all tray-
diew terons and fellonious ftratagems. o

Omne gens [cripti granitate T ragedi®vineit.

If weprefenta Tragedy, we include the fatall and ?bor'-
tiueends of fisch as eommet notorious murders, which is
aggrauatedand a&ed with all the Art that may be,toterrie
fic ten from the like abhorred praéiifes. If wee ﬁrcf‘ent a
forrcigne Hiftory, the fubiect is fo intended, that inthe
liues of Romans, Grecians, or others, either the vertues of
our Country-menare extolled,or their vices reproued, as
thus, by the example of Cefar to fRir fouldiers to valour, &
magnanimity : by the fall of Pompey, that no men .trugl in
his owne ftrength: weprefent A'exander, killing his friend
in his rage,toreproue rafhnefle : Myd_a, choked with his

gold, to taxe couctoufnefle: Nere againft tyrapny : So_‘da-
napalus,againtt luxury : Nynws, againft ambiuox.\,thh infie
nite others,by fundry inftances, cither animating men to
e of Morals. noble attempts, orattaching the confciences ofthe l_'peéh-
tors,finding themfelues touche in prefenting the vices of
others. Ifamorall, itis to perfwade mento humanity and
L good life, to}inftruct them in ciuility and good manners,
\ Vfe'of Come- fhewing them the fruits of honefty, and the end of vile
dyes.2 lany,  Uerfibus exponi Tragicisres Comicanonvwls,
Againe, Hovace, Arta Poétsca.
Etnoftriproavi Plautinos ¢& numeres e
Landavere fales—— . ) .
1f a Comedy, it is pleafantly contriued with merry acci-
dents,and intermixt with aptand witty iefts,to prefentbe-
fore the Prince at certain times of folemnity,or elfe merily
fitted to the Rage. And what is then the fubiect of this
harmelefle migth? eitherinthe fhape ofa Clowne,tt; ‘thh::

Vfe of Hiftori-
callplayes.

'For A&ors.

6thers their flouenly and vnhanfome behauiour,that they
may reforme that fimplicity in themfelues, which others
make their fport, left they happen to become the like fub-
ic& of generall fcorne toan auditory, elfc it intreates of
loue, deriding foolifh inamorates, who fpend their ages,
their fpirits, nay themfelues, inthe feruile and ridiculous
imployments of their Miftreffes: and thefe are mingled
with [portfult accidents, to recreate fuchas of themfelues
are wholly deuoted to Mclancholly, which corrupts the
bloud : or to refrefh fuch weary fpirits as are tired with la-
bour,or ftudy, tomoderate the cares and heauinefle of the
minde, that they may returne to their trades and faculties
with more zcalcan! carncfineflc, after fome fmall (oft and
pleafant retirement. Sometimes they difcourfe of Panta-
loones,Viurers that haue vnthrifty fonnes, which both the
fathers and fonnes may behold to their inftruétions:fome-
times of Curtefans, todiuulge theirfubrelties and frares,
inwhich yong menmay be intangled, fhewing them the
meanes to auoydthem, Ifwe prcfentapaifomll, we fhew Vfe of Pafto-
she harmelefle Toue of Sheepheards diverfly moralized,di- s
ftinguifhing betwixtthe craft of the Citty, and the inno
cency of the fheep-coat. Briefly,thereis neither Tragedy,
Hiftory,Comedy, Morrall or Paftorall, from which an in-
finite vie cannot be gathered, Ifpeake notin the defence
of any lafciuious fhewes, fcurrelous ieafts, or fcandalous
inuc&iues:Ifthere be any fuch, Ibanith them quitefrom
my patronage ; yet Horace, Sermon 1. Sasyr 4. thus
writes.
Enupolis at g, Cratinus e Aviftophane(q; Pocte,
Argue aliy guorum Comedsaprifcavirorsmeft:
Siquiserat diguns defcribs,quod malus,aut fut,
Luod Mechusforet,ant ficarius,ant aliogwi,
Famefus guultacwmlibertate notabwnt,

Bupolis,Crasinns,eAriftphanes,and other Comike Poets in
‘the time of Horace, withlarge fcope,and vabridled lllabtldnl’
_ iy
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boldly-and plainly fcourged all fuch abufes asin theirages
weré peacrally pradtifed, to the ﬂaining and blcmiﬂ\ing of
a frire and beaurifill Commor-weale. Likewife,a learned
Gentleman 1a his Apolcgy for Poetry, {peakes thus : Tra«
gedies well handled be ameft w rthy kinde of Poefic.Co-
medies make mentee and fbame at their faults,and procec-
ding furtheramong(t ather Vniuerfity-playes, he remem-
bers the Tragedy of Kichard the third, aéted in Saint Johns
in Cambridge, 1o eflcntially, thathad the tyrant Phaleris
beheld his bloudy proceedings, it had mollified his heart,
and made him relent at fight of his inhumane maffacres.
Further,he commends of Comedies,the Cambridge Pedane
sins,and the Oxford Bellam Grammarticate; and leauing them
pafles on to our publicke playes,fpeaking liberally in their
praife, and what commendable vfe may bee gathered of
them, Ifyou perufe AMargarita Peética, you may fee whae
excellent vfes and fentences he hath gathered out of Te
rence his e Andrea, Euenucbns and thereft. Likewife out of
Plintushis Am.phi:ria, Afinarsa, and moreouer, Ex Comadys
Philodexis,Caroli Acretsns s Defalfa Hip-erisa.c5 trsiti Mer-
swrij, Ronfyy verjellenfis : Fx Comsedia Philawira V'golini parmeme
fis, all reuerend fchollers, and Comicke Pocts, reade elce
the 4 Tragedies, Philunica, Petrus, Aman, K atherina,Clandy
Resletti Belwenfis : But 1 fhould tire my felfe toreckonthe
names of all French,Roman,German,Spanifh, ltalian,and Eng-
U Poets, being in numberinfinite, and their labours ex-
tantto approue their worthineffe.

Is thy minde Noble? and wouldfi thou be further fir'd
vp to magnanimiry? Behold, vpon the ftage thou marft fee
Hercules,~Achilies, edlexander, (efar, Alcsbrades, Lylander,
Sertoving, Haniball, dntigonus, Phillip of Mared oz Mes byi=
dates of Pontus, T-yrrims of Fpive, Ase daws amongthe Lae
cedemonians, Epaminondas, amongft the Thebanss Sceuslaa-
lone entring the armed tents of Por/enna: !Horating (hocles
alone with{tanding the whole army of the Hetyurians Lese
aides of Sparsaychoofing a Lyonto leadc a band of Dcci::-

father
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rather then one Deere to conduétan army of Lyons, with
infinite others in their owne perfons qualicies, & thapes,a-
nimating thee with courage, deterring thee fr6 cowardite,
Haft thou of thy Country well deferued? and art thou of
thylabour cuill requited? to affociate thee thou mayeft fee
the valiant Roman CMarcellns purfue Flamnibalat Nola, con-
quering S]racnﬁl,vanquiﬂningthc Ganlsall Pads.1, and pre-
fently (for his reward) banifht his Country into Greece.
There thou mayeft fce Scipio eAffricanns, now triumphing
forthe conquelt of all Affrica, and immediatly exil'd the
confines of Remansa. Artthouinclinedto luft?behold the
falles of the Tarquins,inthe rape of Lusrece : the guerdon
of luxury in the death of Sardanapalus: Appins defiroyed in
the rauifhing of Uirginia, and the defrution of 7roy in
the luft of Helena. Art thou proud ? our Scene prei{nts
thee with the fall of Phacton, NarcsfJus pining in the loue of
his fhadow,ambitious Hamen,now calling himfclfe a God,
+ and by and by thruft headlong among the Diuels. Wepre-
fentmen withthe vglineffe of theirvices, tomake them
the mare toabhorre them, as the Perfians vie,: whoaboue
all finnes, loathing drunkennefle, accuftomed in their fo-
lemne feafts, to make their fernants and captiues extreme-
ly ouercome with wine, and then call their children to
view their nafty and lothfome behauiour, making them
hatethat fininthemfelues,whichfhewed fo groffeand ab-
hominable in others. The like vie maybe gathered of the
drunkards {o naturally imitated in our playes, to the ap-
plaufe of the A&or,content of the auditory,and reprouing
of the vice. Artthou couctous? go no furtherthen Plantus
his Comedy called Enclio.
" Dumfallax fervus,duruspater improba lena
Vixerit, & meretrixblanda, Menandros erit,
While th:v's falle [eruant or obdurate five,

Sly baud, fmootl whore, Memandros wec'l admsive,
Toendinaword. Art thou addi€tedto prodigallity?en.
vy ? cxucley? periury? flacery? or rage? our Scencs affogrd

G thee
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thee flore of men to fhape your liues by, who be frugall,
louing,gentle, trufly, without loothing, andinall things
temperate. Would(t thoube honourable? iuft, friendly,
moderate, deuout, mereifull, and louing concord? thou
mayef{t fee many of theic fates and ruines, whohauebeene
difhonourable, iniuﬂ,(alfc,.glutrcngus,facn\cgious, blou-
dy-minded, and brochers of diffention. Women likewfe

For Aftors,

ted it felfe in the fhape of that ghoft : whereupon'the mues
drefle was apprehended, before the Iuftices further exami-
ned,& by her voluntary conteflionafter condemned, Thae
this i true, as well by the report of the Aétors as the re-
cords of the Towne, there are many eye-witnefles of this
accidentyet liuing, vocally to confirme it.

As ftrange anaccident happenedto a company ofthe A firange ac
fame quality fome 12yeares ago,ornot fo much,who play- cident happee
ing lateinthe night ata place called Perinin Cormwall,ccr~ Pingataplay.

that arc chafte, arc by vs extolled,and encouraged in their
vertues,being inflanced by Diana, Belphebe, Matilda, Lu-
srece and the Counteffe of Salisbury. The vnchafleare by
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vs fhewed their errors,in the perfons of Phriue, Lais, T bass,
Flrra:and amongfvs, Rofumord, and Miftrcfle Shore. What
can fooner print modefty in the foules ofthe wanton, then
by difcoucring voro them the monftroufucfTe of their fin?
It followes that we prouc thefe exercifes to haue bee ve the
difeoucrers of many notorions murders, long concealed
from the eyes of the world, To omit all farre.fetcht inftin.
ces,we wil proucit by a domeftike, and home-borne truch,,

taine Spaniards were landed the fame nighe vnfufpe&ed,and
vyndifcouered, with intent to take inthe towne, fpoyle and
burneit,when fuddenly,eucn vpon theirentrance,the play-
ers(ignorantas the townes-men of any fuch attempt)pre.
fenting abattle on the Rage withtheir drumand trumpets
ftrooke vp alowd alarme : which the cnemy hearing, and
fearing they were difcouered,amazedlyretired,made fome
fewidle fhotin abrauado, andfoina urly-burly fled dif-

* orderly totheirboats. At the repore of this tumule, the

Afmﬂ’e ac- wwhich within chefe few yeares happened. At Linin Nore townes-men were immediatly armed, and purfscd chem ¢
<ident happe- ¢y, . itoe - riuc mto
ning ac a play. folke,the then Eatle of Suffex.players acting the old Hifto the fea, prayfing God for their happ; deliuerance from fo

vy of Fryer Fransis,& prefenting a woman, who infatiately
doting on a yong gentleman,had (the more fecurely to en-
joy hisaffeCtion) mifchicuoufly and fcceretly murdered
her husband, whofe ghofthaunted her, and at divers times
in her moft folitary and priuate contemplations, inmoft
horrid and fearcfuli fhapes, appeared,and ftood before her.
As this was a&ed, atownes-woman (till then of good efti-
mation aud report) finding her confcience (at this prefen-
ment)extremely troubled,fiuddenly skritched and cryd out
Oh my husband, my husband ! I l{c the ghoft of my hus-
band fiercely threatning and menacing me, At which fhrill
and vexpeced out-cry, the people about her,moou'dto 2
frange amazement, inquired the reafon of her clamour,
when prefently va-urged, (hetold them, thac feuenyeares
ago, fhe,tobepoffeft of fuch a Gentleman (meaning him)

had poyfoned her husband,whofe fearefull image perﬁma\:-i
: te
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great a danger, who by his prouidence made thefe firan-
ersthe infirument and fecondary meanes of their efcape
rom fuch imminent mifchife, and the tyranny of fo re~
morcelefli an enemy.

Another ofthe Iike wonder happened atedmserdamin A firange ac-
Holland, acompany of our Englh/s Comedians (well cident happe-
knowne)trauclling thofe Countryes, as they were before ning ata plays

the Burgersand other the chicfe inhabitants,a&ing the laft
partofthe 4 fons of Aymen,towards the laft aét of the hifto-
ry,wherepenitent Rewalds. like a common labourer, lived
indifguife, vowing as his laft pennance, to labour & carry
burdens tothe Mu§urc ofagoodly Churchthereto bee-
seéted : whofe diligence thelabourers enuying, fince by-
zeafon of his ftature and Rrength, hee did vfually perfe&
more worke in a day,thena fozen ofthe beft, (hee wor-
king fos his confeience,they for dgif lucres.) thxeupgu
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by reafon his induftry had fomuch difparaged their living,
confpired amongft themfelucs to kill him , waiting fome
opportunity o finde him afleepe, which they might cafily
doc fince the foreft labourersare the foundeft ﬂccp’ers,and
induftsy is the beft preparative to rcﬂ..Haumg (py’d th.cir
opportunity, they drauc a nailé into histemples, of which
wou -d immediatly he dyed. Asthe A&orshandled this,
the audience m‘ght on a fodaine yaderitand an out-cry,
and loud (hrike in a remote gallery, and pr;mng about .thc
ace, they mioht perceiue a woman of great grauity,
ﬁlracnn’cly miazei’i,wg’o with adiftradted & troubled braine
oft ﬁzhcd out thefe words : Oh my husband,my husband!
The play,without further interruption, procceded; the wo-
man was te her owne houfe condu&cd,witho_u:?ny appa-
rant fufpition, cuery one coniefturing as thelr_’mncx’es led
them. Inthisagony (he fome few dayes languifhed, and
on atime,as certaine of her well difpofed neighbours came
to comforcher, one amongftthe reftbeing Church-war.
den, to him the Sexton pofts, totell him of a ftrange thing
happening him inthe ripping vp ofa graue: fec here(quoth
he) what I haue found, and fhewes them a faire skull,with
a greatnayle pierft quite through the braine-pan, but we
cannot conie@ure towhom it {hould belong,nor how long
ichath laine in the earth, the graue being confufed, andthe
flefh confumed. At the report of this accident, the wo-
wan, out of the trouble of her afflicted confcience,
difcouered a former murder, For 13 yeares ago,' by drie
uing that nayle into that skull, being the head of her }.mf-
band,fhe had trecheroufly flane him. This being publick-
ly confett,(hz was arraigned, condemned, adindged, and
burned. But Idrawmy fubied to greater length then I
urpofed: thefe therefore out of other infinites, I haue
colle@ed,both for their familiarnefle and lateneffe of me-
mory. s
Thus our Antiquity we haue brought from the Grecians
Inthe time of Herewles: from the Clscedomiams in the age
e gy
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eAlexander: from the Romans long before Inlim (Cefars and
fince him throughthereigns of 33 Emperours fucceeding,
cuento CMarcuseAureling : after him they werc fupported
by the Adantuans  Uenctians,Ualencians ,Necpolitans the Flo-
rentines,and others : fince,by the German Princes, the Palf-
grasey the Landfgrane, the Dukes of Saxony, of Brounfwicke, .

&c. The Cardinall at Bruxels, hath at this time ivpay, a Cardinall
~ . ST T Alfonfis.
company of our Englifh Comedians. The French King al-

lowes certaine companices in Paric, Orleans, befides other
Cities : fo doth the King of Spasne,in Ciuill, Madrill,and o-
ther prouinces. But in no Country they are of that emi-
neace that ours are : fo our moft royall, and euerrenouned
foueraigne, hath licenced vs in London:fo did his predecef-
for, the thrice vertuous virgin, Queene Elizabeth, and be-
fore her, her fifter, Queene Mary,. Edward the fixeh, and
their father, Henry the cighth :and before thefe in the renth
yeare of the reigne of Edwardthe fourth, duno 1490. Iobn
Stewe, an ancicnt and graue Chronicler, records (amongft
other varicties tending to the like cffet) that a play was
attedar aplace called Skinners well, fat by Clerken-well,
which continued eight dayes, and was of maiter from e
dam and Eue, (the firft creation ofthe world.) The fpeta-
tors wereno worfe then the Royalty of England. And a-
mongft other commendable exercifes in this place, the
Company of the Skinners of London held coptaine yearcly
folemne playes. Inplace wherof, now inthefe latter daies,
the wraftling, and fuch other paftimes hauebeenkept, and Times
is Qill held :ﬁ;out Bartholmew-tide. Allo in the yeare 13090, k';i"
the 14 ycare of the reigne of Richardthe fecond, the 18, of “““
luly,were the like Enterlndes recorded of at the fame place,
which continued 3 dayes together, theKingand Queene,
and Nobility being there prcfent. Moreouer, to this day,in
diuers places of England,there be townes that hold the pri-
uiledge oftheir Faires,and other Charters by yearely ftage.
playes, as at Manmingtree in Suffolke, Kendallinthe Nerth,
& others.Tolet thefe pafle,as things famuliarly knowne to
G
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all men. Now to fpeakeof fome abufe lately creptintothe
quality, asan inucighing againft the State, the Court, the
Law the Citry,and their gouernements, withthe particu-
larizing of priuate mens humors (yet aliue) Noble-men, &
others. 1 know it diftaftes many ;neither doTany way ap=
proueit, nor dare [ by any meanes excufeit. The liberey
which fome arrogate to themfelues, committing cheir it~
ternefle, andliberall inuetiues againft all eftates, to the
mouthes of Children, fuppofing their juniority to be &
priuiledgefor any rayling,beit neuer foviolent,1 could ad-
uife all {uch, to curbe and limit chis prefumed liberry withe
in the bands of difcretion and gouernment. Bucwife and
iuditial Cenfurers,before whom fuch complaints fhall at 2
ny time'hereafter come,wil not (I'hope) impute thefe abu~
festoany tranfgreflioninvs, who haue euer been carefull
and prouident to fhun the likes Ifurceafc to profecute
this any firecher, 1cft my good meaningbe (by fome)
mifconfirued : and fearing likewife,left with tedie
" eufnefle I tire the patience of the fauourable
" Reader, heere(though ebruptly ) I
) conclude my third and laft
TREATISE.

Seloidamputinntvr opespeibiparvmlares of
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Tomy approued good Friend,
M= Nicholas Ofes.

HE infinite faults efcaped in my
M bouke of Brstaines Trop by the 1egli-
4| gence of the Printer, as the mifquo-
A tations, miftaking of fillables, mif-
2 X placing halfe lines,coining of ftrige
&3 placing ; gof flrage
~and ncuer heard of words. Thelz be-
ing without number, when I would haue taken a
particularaccount of the Errata, the Printer anfwe-
red me, hee would not publifh his ewne difworke-
manfhip,but rather let his owne faultlye vpon the-
nccke of the Author: and being fearcfult that others
of his quality, had beene of the fame nature,
and condition, and finding you onthe contrary, fo
carefull andinduftrious, (o {erious and laborious to
doc the Author all the rights of the preffe, I could
not choofe but gratulatc your honeft indeauours
with this thort remembrance. Here likewife,I muft
neceflazily infert amanifeft iniury done me in that
worke, by taking the two Epiftles of Peristo Helen,
and Helen to Paris,and printing them nalefle vo-
lume, vnder the name of another, which may put
the world in opinion I might (teale them from hiing
and hee to doc himfelfe right, hath fince publithed
theminhis ownename : butas Limuftacknowledge

my
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The Author tothe Printer.

my lines not worthy his patronage, vnder whom he
hath publifhecthem, fo the Author I know much of-
fended with M. Zaggerd (thataltogethervnknowne
tohim) prefumed to make fobold with his name.
Thefe, and the like difhonefties I know youto
bee cleere of; and I could wifh but to bee
the happy Author of foworthy a worke
as I could willingly committo your
care and workmanfhip.

Yours cuer

Tuouas Hsxwoon.
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