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oY Eser (moft oquall Ststers )
D (A bad any man & wic_fo prefently
3 excellent, as that it could raife
QO 1z felfe; but there muft come.,
Ai| borh mutter, occafron, commen-
§\| ders, and fanourers to it If this
: be trues and thas the fortune of
all writer s doth daily proueit, it beboues the carefull to
provide, well, toward thefe accidents; and, baning ac»
quird them, to preferue that part of reputation most
tenderly, wherein the benefit of a friend is alfo defen.
ded. Henceisit, thar F now render my Jelfe grate-
Sfull, and am [ludious vo iuflifie the bounty-of your aft:
t0 which , though your mere anthovitywere [atisfying,
Jet, it being an age, wherein Poettie ,and the Profe/-
Jors of it beare foill,on all fides, there will a reafin bee
lookd for inthe fubieil, §tis certayne, nor can it with
any fore-bead be opposd, that the too-much licence of
Poctafters, inthistime, hath much deform'd thesr
Miftria; that, euery day, their manifold, and manifeft
ignorance, doth [ticke ynnaturall reproches vpon ber :
But for their petulancy it were an all of the greateflin-
wuflice, either to let the learned fuffer s or fo diutne s
skill Cwhich indeed fhould not bee attempted with n-
cleane hands) to fall, vnder the leat contempt. For,if
men Will impartially , and not o-fquint , looke toward
theoffices, and funtion of a Poet , theywill eafily con-
clude to themfelues,the impofssbility of any mans being
the good Poet,without firft being 4 good man. Hethat
#
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is faid to be able to informe yong-men to all good difci.
plines, inflame growne.men to all great vertues, keepe
old-menintheir beft and fupreme ftate , or a3 they des
cline to child-bood, reconer them to their firft firength,
that comes forth the interpreter, and arbiter of nature,
ateacher of things dinine,no leffe then bumane, a ma-

er in manners ; and can alone (or with a few) effett
the bufine(fe of man-kind : this , 1 take bim, is no fub-~
ittt for pride , and ignorance o exercife their rayling
rhetorigue vpon. But, it will bere be haflsly anfwerd,
that shewriters of thefe dayes are other things ; thas,
not only their manners, bus their natures are inuerted ;
and nothing remayning with them of the dignitie of
Poct, bus the abufed name, which euery Scribe vfurps:
that now,efpecially in dramatick,orCas they terme i)
Jlage-poetrie, nothing but ribaldry, profanation,blaf-
phemy,all licence of offence togodyand man,is pratlisd.
Fdare not denie a great part of this (and am forry, F
dare nor) becanfe in fome mens abortine feattires (and
would they bad nener boafted the light’) it i oucr-true s
But, thar all areembarqu'd in this bold aduentare for
bell, is a mostyncharitable thought, and, viterd, a
more malscious (lander. For my particwlar, I can (and
from amoft cleare confeience) affirme, that F bane e-
uer trembled tothinke toward the leaft prophaneneffe
haue lothed the vfe of fuch foule, and vn-waflyd bans
dry, as is now made the foode of the {cene. And, how.
Joeuer I cannot efcape , from fome , she impatation of
fharpueffe, but thas theywill fay, I baue taken a pride,
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or Inft, o be bister , and not my yongeft infant bus bath

come into the worldwith all bis teeth 5 I'would aske of

thefe Jupercilions politiques, what nation, focietie , or
generallorder,or [eate  basie prouok d 2 wha publigue
perfon?whether | hasue not(in all thefe) prefery d their
dignitie, as mine owne perfon, [afe ¢ My workes are.,
read, allowd, (1 peake of thofe that areintirelyming)
looke into them : W bat broad reproofes haue § vsd®
W bere bave 1beene particular 2 W bere perfonall  ex.
cept toa mimick , cheater, bawd , or buffon , creatures
( for their infolencies)worthy to be tax d < Yet,to which
of thefé fo pointingly,asbe might not, either ingennonfly
baue confeft, or wifely diffembled bis difeafe Bus it is
not rumonr can make men gwiltie , much lefe entitle
me, toother mens crimes. F know, that nothing can bee
fo innacently writ,or carryed,but may be made obnuxie
ous toconflruction ; mary , whilR F beare mine innos
cence about mee, T feareit not. e pplication,isnow,
growne a trade with many ;and there are, that profeffe
to baue akey for the decyphering of euery thing:butlet
wife and noble perfons take beed bow they be oo credys
lows or giue lease to thefe inuading interpreers, to bee
amer -familiar with their fames,who cunningly,and of+
ten,vtter their oWne virulent malice,onder other mens
[fimpleft meanings. As for thofe , that will (by faults
which charitie bathrak'dvp, or common honeftie con-

ceald) make themfelues aname wich the multicndesor .

('m'drm their rm{e, and beaftly claps) care noswhofe
liuing faces they intrench, with their petulant fliles;
\ may
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iay they doe i, wichont a.riuall, forme : Ichoofe ra-
ther to line graud in obfcuritie, then [barewith them,
in fo prepolterous a fame, Norcan ] blame the wifbes
of thofe feuere , and wifer patriots , Who prouiding the
burts thefe licentious [pirits may doein a flate , defire
rather to fee fooles, and denils , and thofe antique re-
liques _of'barbariﬁne resrivd, with all other ridiculous,
and exploded follies : then bebold the wounds of prinate
men, of princes and nations. For, as HoracE
makes TREBATIVS [peake, among thefes
——Sibi quifqs timet, quanquam eft intactus, & odit.
And men may tuftly impute fuch rages,if continud, to
shewriter, as bis [parts. Theincreafe of which luftin
liberty, rogetherwith the prefent trade of the flage, in
all their mif¢ line enter-ludes,what learned or liberall
Joule doth ot already abhor < where nothing but thes
Jilth of che time is viterd, and that with fuch impro-
priety of | pbra/e,[ucb plentyof folaccifmes,fuch dearth
of Jenfe, o bold proleplc’s, fo racks metaphor’s, with
Lratbelyy, able toviolate the eare of a pagan,andblaf-
phemy, toturnetbe bloud of a chriftian towater. f can-
not but be ferions in acaufe of this nature , wherein my
Jfame,and the reputations of diuers honefl,and learned
arc the queftion;when 4 N amefo  fulof autbority,an-
tiguity,and all great marke,13( through their infolence)
becomesheloweft fiorneof the age : and thofe men Jub-
ittt to che petulancy of cuery vernaculous Orator, thas
werewont to bee the careof Kings, and happicft Mo-
sarchs. Thisitus, that bathnot only rap’t me to pre-
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Jfent indignation,but made me fBudions beresofore, and,
by all my attions , to fland off, from them = whichmay
moft appeare in this my lateft worke ( which you, most
learned ARBITRESSES, bane feene,iudg d,and tomy
crowne,approwd) wherein 1 bave labour d,for theirin.
[irsion, and amendment, to reduce, not onely thean.
cient formes,but manners of the {cenesthe eafineffe,the
propriety, the innocence, and laft the dotlyine, which i
the principall end of pocfic, to informe men,in the beft
reafon of liing. aAnd shoughmy catakrophe may,in
the (lrict rigour of comick law , meet with cenfure, s
turning back tomy promife; ¥ defire the learned, and
charitable critick vo have fo much faivh in me,to thinke
it was done off induflrie : For, wishwhat eafe  conld
hauevaried it neerer his [caleCbut that I feare to boaf
my owne faculty) § could bereinfert. But my fpeciall
ayme being to put the [uaffle in their mouths ,that crie
ontwenener punifh vicein our enterludes,¢e. tooke
the more liberty ; though notwithout forme lines of ex.
ample, dyawne euen in the ancients themfelues, the go-
ings out of whofe comacdies are not alwaies ioyfull bt
oft-times, the bawdes,the feruants, the rinals yea,and
the mafters are muléted : and fitly, it being the office of
a comick-Poet, to imitate inftice, and infirust to life,
aswell as puritie of langnage, or flirre vp gentle affe-
&ions. Towhich,1 fhall take the occafton elfe-whereto
Jpeake. Fortbe prefent (moft reuerenced Sisers)
as F hasie card to be thankefull for your affettions pafl,
and bere made the vnderfianding acquainted with ime

grownd
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ground of your fauours ; let me not defpaire their con-
tinnance , to the maturing of fome worthier fruits:
wherein, ifmy Mvszs be true to me, F fhall vaife the
defpis'd bead of poctrie againe, and fEripping berous
of thofe rotten and bafé rags, wherwith the Times bane
adulterated ber form,reflore ber to ber primitine babit,
feature,and maiefly,andrender berworthy tobeimbra-
ced, and kist,of all the great and mafter. fpirits of our
world. oA s for thevile, and flothfull , who nener affe.
Shed an afl, worthy of celebration, or are foinwardwith
their owne vicicus natures, as they worthily feare ber
and thinke it & high point of policie,to kecpe ber in con-
tempt ith their declamatorie, and windy inuelines :
fhee fboall ont of iuft rage incite ber fernants (who are_
genusiritabile) 2o [pout inke in their faces, that (ball
eate, farder then their marrow, into their fames ; and
not CINNAMVS the barber,with bis arte, [hall be able
to take out the brands, but they fhall line , and bee
read, till the wretches dye, as things worst de-
Jeruing of themfelues in chigfe, and
then of all man-

kind.

Pp 2




