
John Stuart Mill, from The Subjection of Women (1869): 
 
It is one of the characteristic prejudices of the reaction of the nineteenth century against 
the eighteenth, to accord to the unreasoning elements in human nature the infallibility 
which the eighteenth century is supposed to have ascribed to the reasoning elements.  For 
the apotheosis of Reason we have substituted that of Instinct; and we call everything 
instinct which we find in ourselves and for which we cannot trace any rational 
foundation.  This idolatry, infinitely more degrading than the other, and the most 
pernicious of the false worships of the present day, of all of which it is now the main 
support, will probably hold its ground until it gives way before a sound psychology, 
laying bare the real root of much that is bowed down to as the intention of Nature and the 
ordinance of God. (ESE p. 128) 
 
If people are mostly so little aware how completely, during the greater part of the 
duration of our species, the law of force was the avowed rule of general conduct, any 
other being only a special and exceptional consequence of peculiar ties – and from how 
very recent a date it is that the affairs of society in general have been even pretended to 
be regulated according to any moral law; as little do people remember or consider, how 
institutions and customs which never had any ground but the law of force, last on into 
ages and states of general opinion which never would have permitted their first 
establishment. (ESE p. 134) 
 
For, what is the peculiar character of the modern world – the difference which chiefly 
distinguished modern institutions, modern social ideas, modern life itself, from those of 
times long past?  It is, that human beings are no longer born to their place in life, and 
chained down by an inexorable bond to the place they are born to, but are free to employ 
their faculties, and such favourable chances as offer, to achieve the lot which may appear 
to them most desirable.  Human society of old was constituted on a very different 
principle.  All were born to a fixed social position, and were mostly kept in it by law, or 
interdicted from any means by which they could emerge from it. 
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