24.191S15 LAUNCH QUESTION #1

FAMINE RELIEF

In his clip from Examined Life, Peter Singer argues that we should all be giving substantial amounts of
money and/or time to famine relief, e.g., by giving to Oxfam. He draws on an analogy: suppose you were
walking by a shallow pond and a child was drowning. All you need to do to save her life is wade in and
help her, though you would ruin your nice shoes. You are morally required to sacrifice your shoes to save
the child's life. He argues: children are dying every day from famine. If you restrict yourself to what you
really need and sacrifice luxuries, giving the money you save to famine relief, you will save many lives.
So you are morally required to do so. What do you think of the analogy?
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