PERSPECTIVES |

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF OIL

BEFORE ¥YOW CANM BEGIN TO EVALUATE THE
VALUE OF HYDROCARBON RESOURCES IM
THE ARCTIC MATIOMAL WILDLIFE REFUGE,
YOouUu MEED TO DEVELOP A SENSE OF WHAT
QIL DEPOSITS ARE AMND HOW THEY FORM.

IMN THESE TwWC YERY BASIC READINGS,
YOU'LL EXPLORE THE ORSGAMNIC CHEMISTRY
OF OIL AMD LEARNM MORE ABOUT HOW,
OMCE FORMED, OIL COMCENTRATES INTO
ECOMNOMICALLY VIABLE DEPOSITS.

WHILE THESE READIMGS FOCUS OM FACTS AMD OBSERVATIOMS ABOUT PETROLEUM, YOU SHOULD
THIMK ABOUT THEM AS PROVIDING BACKGROUMD FOR OUR SEPTEMEER 15 DISCUSSION ABOQUT THE
GLOBAL DISTRIBEUTION OF PETROLEUM RESDUCES. TD BE AN ACTIVE PARTICIFAMT THAT DAY, YOLUI'LL
HAVE TO GO BEYOND THESE READIMNGS. COME TO CLASS THAT DAY ARMED WITH MAPS SHOWING THE
LOCATIOMS OF MAJOR OIL FIELDS, AND WE'LL DISCUSS WHY OIL 15 FOUND WHERE IT I5. WHAT ARE
THE IMPLICATIONS OF A MON-UNMIFORM DISTRIBUTION OF OIL WITHIN THE EARTH SYSTEM WITH
REGARD TO THE DESIRAEBILITY OF EXPL2ITING THE AMNWR RESERVEST

DOMNE OF THE MOST EXCITING DEVELOFMENTS IN QIL EXPLORATION OVER THE PAST FEW DECADES IS
THE CAPACITY TO DEVELOP THREE-DIMENSI|IONAL IMAGES [ABOVE) OF OIL RESERVOIRS DEEPF WITHIN
EARTH BASED OM THE PROPAGATIONM CHARACTERISTICS OF SOUND ("SEISMIC") WAVES. IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED IN FURTHER READING; FOLLOW THIS LINK TO DOWHKLOAD A COPY OF A PAPER ONM THE
SUBJECT BY LiDIA LONDERGAM AND MICKY WHITE, PUBLISHED IM THE PHILOSOPHICAL
TRAMSACTIOMNS OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY oF LONMDOM.



