Summary statement of Design Studio Project in New Orleans

Spring 06

First of all I want to thank Michael and the school for having me here
today and making this much-needed event. It isthe time that we need to
under stand what has happened and how to avoid it in thefuture. It is
also thetimefor architects, designersto come forward to offer creative
solutions, not just exterior decoration that we have been known for so
many decades.

L et mestart with this. Thiswas not a natural disaster; it was a people
made disaster from global warming to building in areasthat were not
protected. These disaster swill continue around the world asthe process
of urbanization continues and discrimination against the poor and
against different races continues. We must try to change basic issues
that have causethis situation — not just rebuild or replace in people by
putting them in harmsway.

Thisisacall for action that this country has never seen before, acall to
make right the conditionsthat so many people havelived under for so
many decades.

Moreimportantly, for me, the measure of a civilization or cultureisnot
in the advances that have been made in technology, culture, education,
health care, but moreimportantly how these advances can be shared by
thelargest part of the population. If the latest advances are only used by
afew, then thecivilization hasfailed, asit isthe total population that
must enjoy these new advancements.

What New Orleans has taught uswith the “roof top of poverty” in this
country isthe clear under standing that a large proportion of our people
do not sharein the best that the country can provide. They are
economically depressed and yes, racially discriminated.

Our country hastheresourcesto providethe very best for all of our
people, it isa matter of prioritiesand New Orleans should be at the top
of thislist. Thebudget for thisissmall compared to the costs of a war
that is not helping this country or any other country.



We need to bring true democracy to the people that have been so badly
affected not only from the hurricane but also from year s of being
neglected.

Now isthetimeto correct thissituation and to make New Orleans a
model for other partsof our population at every level including housing,
health care, education, work opportunities and the ability to enjoy the
very best of life.

Now isthetimeto not just “rebuild” but “newbuild” in a creative way
to givethe very best to thelargest population.

Thework of my studio for thisterm isdirected towardsthislarger goal.
It isentitled “Coming Together - Housing in New Orleans’.

The project for the semester isto design a demonstration project for a
site near the French Quarter in New Orleans. The objectives of the
project arethefollowing:

1. Todesign moreintense housing, community, educational and
commercial facilitiesin 4to 6 story buildings.

2. Toexplorethe*” space between” buildings asaway of designing
and shaping objects and provide places of “coming together” .

3. Todesign at three scales - dwelling, cluster and overall.

4. Todesign dwellingswhere the owners may be ableto help build
and gain a skill for employment as well as a connection with their
housing

5. Toprovide/design facilitiesthat can help theresidentsto gain
education and skillsthat can improve the quality of their lives.

Sinceit isunclear how and where New Orleanswill be rebuilt (it is not
yet clear that all low areas should berebuilt) the site chosen for this
project isnext to the French Quarter and was not flooded during the
hurricane. Being in thislocation, we will ook for cluesfrom the dense
part of the old city to design new housing without imitating the old.
Special emphasiswill be place on designing around “three dimensional
courtyards’ for both community use and natural ventilation. Presently
the siteisa parking area and the parking will be kept but might be
below the building and the housing could be higher than the existing
land in casethe area isflooded in the future. Total height of our



proposal isup to individual students but not to exceed 5 or 6 storiesas
deter mined by the Planning Commission.

We will be working with an NGO group called “ The Urban
Conservancy” that istryingto help rebuild New Orleans using local
labor and providing jobsfor residents as well as channeling the fundsto
New Orleansinstead of large construction companies.

At the end of the studio we will invite community, city and NGO groups
to our final review and organize the designsinto a small publication to
send to New Orleans.

It isthetask of thisstudio to not only rebuild New Orleans but to build
anew way of lifethat is better than was known before. It isthe task of
all in thisroom to contribute towards a new idea of the “architect”.
Now isthetimefor usto comeforward and show creative |leader ship.

Thank you.



