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Preface

Let me start with this.

This was not a natural disaster; it was a people made disaster from global warming to building in areas that
were not protected. These disasters will continue around the world as the process of urbanization continues.
We must try to change the basic issues that have caused this situation — not just rebuild or replace housing for
people in harms way.

This is a call for action that this country has never seen before, a call to make right the conditions that so
many people have lived under for so many decades.

More importantly, the measure of a civilization or culture is not in the advances that have been made in
technology, culture, education, health care, but more importantly how these advances can be shared by the
largest part of the population. If the latest advances are only used by a few, then the civilization has failed, as
it is the total population that must enjoy these new advancements.

What New Orleans has taught us with the “roof top of poverty” in this country, is the clear understanding

of a large proportion of our people who do not share in the best that the country can provide. They are
economically depressed and do not have the opportunities that they should have.

Our country has the resources to provide the very best for all of our people, it is a matter of priorities and New
Orleans should be at the top of this list. The budget for this is small compared to the costs of a war that is not
clear is helping this country or any other country.

We need to bring true democracy to the people that have been so badly affected not only from the hurricane
but also from years of being neglected.

Now is the time to correct this situation and to make New Orleans a model for other parts of our population at
every level including housing, health care, education, work opportunities and the ability to enjoy the very best
of life.

Now is the time to not just “rebuild” but “newbuild” in a creative way to give the very best to the largest
population.

The work in this book is directed towards this larger goal.

It was the task of this studio to not only rebuild New Orleans but to build a new way of life that is better than
known before.

It is the task of all of us concerned with the physical world and the well being of people to work towards a new
idea of the “architect”.

Now is the time for us to come forward and show creative leadership.

Jan Wampler, FAIA
Professor of Architecture
Beijing, China

July 4, 2006
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“Coming Together”
Housing in New Orleans

The project for the semester is to design a demonstration project for a site near the French Quarters in
New Orleans. The objectives of the project are the following:

1. To design more intense housing, community, educational and commercial facilities in 4 to 6 story
buildings.

2. To explore the “space between” buildings as a way of designing and shaping objects.

3. To design at three scales - dwelling, cluster and overall.

4. To design dwellings where the owners may be able to help build and gain a skill for employment.
5. To provide/design facilities that can help the residents to gain education and skills.

Since it is unclear how and where New Orleans will be rebuilt, the site chosen for this project is next

to the French Quarters and was not flooded during the hurricane. In addition, we will look for clues
from the dense part of the old city to design new housing without imitating the old. Special emphases
will be place on designing around “three dimensional courtyards” for both community use and natural
ventilation. Presently the site is a parking area and the parking will be kept but might be below the
building and the housing could be higher than the existing land in case the area is flooded in the future.
Total height of our proposal is up to individual students.

We worked with a NGO group called “The Urban Conservancy” that is trying to help rebuild New Orleans
using local labor and providing jobs for residents.

In the middle of February we traveled to New Orleans to visit the site, old city, meet with community
groups, city agencies and understand the culture of the city.

Other issues explored during the semester:
Methods of designing with “space between”...
Designing the “extraordinary and ordinary”...
Materials that fit with the condition....

New attitudes towards housing — “homing”...
The role of the architect beyond designer....

At the end of the studio we invited community, city and NGO groups to our final review and organized
the designs into this small publication to send to New Orleans.

Jan Wampler, FAIA
Professor of Architecture
Boston, February 2006
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William Abrahamson
New Orleans Housing: Design Intervention for a City in Crisis

The project has fundamentally remained as a challenge to tackle the
practical (housing) and psychological (memory/history) issues for
New Orleans. For the housing and associated services, my clients
have been defined as the larger “transient” community of people
moving in, out and around New Orleans as volunteers from out of
town, displaced victims, extended-stay renters, students, and ex-
tended relatives of families, acting as a hostel to anyone who needs
housing for a short time (1wk-1yr). For various reasons, the way |
have tried to address memory, history, and education, in the site is
through a series of public and semi-public, activated, ground planes.
These spaces reference both the ancient history of the site and the
recent history of the hurricane devastation. While the site is techni-
cally on “high ground,” there remains the possibility of flooding. If
the project were to be used as a prototype for additional housing in
the city — namely in the lowest elevation neighborhoods that were
greatly flooded - it would suggest that a new typology develop that
raises housing above street level. Thus the housing has been for-
mally raised and separated from the ground planes, yet integrated
through circulation routes, geometry, and planned, symbolic points
of contact. The housing is porous -- allowing light, air and structure
to permeate each unit. The structural solution for cantilevering the
housing over public space is achieved by using a series of masted
structures to suspend the protruding units. The intention is to pro-
vide a lighter structure overall to reduce the oppressive effect on the
spaces below, while the cantilevers also act to frame these spaces
and provide shade for outdoor activities.



“COMIN’ TOGETHER" Fi | = Flood Depth

(Faedl

NEW HOUSING IN NEW ORLEANS
INTENTIONAND APPROACH

; AMD CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE.
*HOUSING WHICH FACILITATES COMNMEC-
TIOMNS BETWEEM RESIDEMTS AWND THE
CITY.

PROPOSAL:  INTEGRATED LIVE/WORK

SPACES. ANCHORED INITIALLY AROUMND

; ELECTRIC FOOD TRUCKS AND CO-

; - G T 5 R W N OPERATIVE KITCHENS. CAPITALIZE ON

LIS o g ! 3 T MASSIVE, DISPERSED RECOVERY EFFORTS.

Building e e Al A PROVIDE FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF

s oy R S RN o ; , COMMERCIAL SPACES INTO DIVERSE
ENTERPRISES.

LOCAL COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY |
INVESTEDH IN BY MEGHBEOR-
e HOOD & CITY e 1
B ECONOMY AS A PUBLIC EVENT, |8
£ CFEATIVE, INDIEPEMDENT £

FOOD | CATERNG | BLUILDING




“COMIN’ TOGETHER"
NEW HOUSING IN NEW ORLEANS
PROCESS




“COMIN' TOGETHER"
NEW HOUSING IN NEW ORLEANS

INCAVIDRIAL

THIRD LEVEL:

RESIDENCES

GARGHNS
GREENHOUSEMNURSHTY
PROMBEMADE

OBSHRVATION CECK
NCEPENDENT YEHK E | OADING

FIRST LEW

e
-hmmanmlﬁT%H&L,j

‘—'—-H.I.II‘IJ _\_‘v‘_,.-'—""-l—l—"
_COOPKI {57"
co-0oF D TRUCK LOADHNG 1

SUB LEVEL: s stewrg
mmnmm“ Y

Eﬁ":&?:;m \ \< N 14
2




15




THIRD LEVEL

16




[9PO |euld uoswreyelqy WelIp







19

Emily Lammert
New Orleans Housing: Design Intervention for a City in Crisis

The project has fundamentally remained as a challenge to tackle the
practical (housing) and psychological (memory/history) issues for
New Orleans. For the housing and associated services, my clients
have been defined as the larger “transient” community of people
moving in, out and around New Orleans as volunteers from out of
town, displaced victims, extended-stay renters, students, and ex-
tended relatives of families, acting as a hostel to anyone who needs
housing for a short time (1wk-1yr). For various reasons, the way |
have tried to address memory, history, and education, in the site is
through a series of public and semi-public, activated, ground planes.
These spaces reference both the ancient history of the site and the
recent history of the hurricane devastation. While the site is techni-
cally on “high ground,” there remains the possibility of flooding. If
the project were to be used as a prototype for additional housing in
the city — namely in the lowest elevation neighborhoods that were
greatly flooded - it would suggest that a new typology develop that
raises housing above street level. Thus the housing has been for-
mally raised and separated from the ground planes, yet integrated
through circulation routes, geometry, and planned, symbolic points
of contact. The housing is porous -- allowing light, air and structure
to permeate each unit. The structural solution for cantilevering the
housing over public space is achieved by using a series of masted
structures to suspend the protruding units. The intention is to pro-
vide a lighter structure overall to reduce the oppressive effect on the
spaces below, while the cantilevers also act to frame these spaces
and provide shade for outdoor activities.
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Meelena oOleksiuk
Urban Village

This project aims to expose New Orlenians to a new type of com-
munity: an urban village. One where people work, learn, partake in
cultural activities and live in the same place. This framework for a
diverse community, will through job opportunities and cultural attrac-
tors provide an impetus for people to come back to New Orleans.

This type of project could be built on many other sites in New Or-
leans. By designing a heavy base, the more ‘valuable’ spaces (hous-
ing) are elevated above sea level (BFE) for most areas of the city. As
discussed above, this intensification of program is becoming more
desirable for other sites throughout the city. This project serves the
surrounding neighbourhoods and relies on them in that respect,
however, making this project as self-sufficient as possible, in terms of
energy and water would set an important example for future projects
of this type. Arranging the units in such a way that wind will passively
cool them as much as possible, including a water catchment system
that will serve both the residential and commercial spaces, while
providing a community stepwell, and providing a design for the shut-
ters that act as shading devices while simultaneously bringing indirect
light deeper into the units, are the strategies employed in this project
to achieve self-sufficiency.
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Reilly Rabitaille
Courtyard Communities

The proposed project seeks to address both the issue of job training
and housing while at the same time reestablishing (or even creating
anew) the sense of culture and community lost as a result of Hur-
ricane Katrina. Temporary housing (at least initially) would cater to
those who have lost their homes as a result of the hurricane and wish
to seek new skills in order to better economically improve the lives of
their families. Educational facilities located on site would provide job
skill training for adults, as well as local cultural crafts or music. Both
of these aspects would be allowed to develop in provided commercial
and performance spaces, which would in turn bring in funds to sup-
port the facility. The basic goal of the community is such that after a
few years of making connections with new people and having gained
an adequate level of proficiency in a certain field, these previously
blighted people might be able to move together to a establish a new
community elsewhere in the city.
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Patrick Rhodes-Vivour
A Communal Whole

My visit to New Orleans made me appreciate the importance of com-
munity to its residents and how the climate facilitates community
building and social interactions.

The architectural reaction to the climate creates Spaces and volumes
such as courtyards and porches that exists to manipulate the climate.
These produce interstitial space with several layers and transitions
that occur between the street and the front door, the corridor and the
courtyard, the public and the private as a by-product.

My design approach is to mediate the interaction, intertwining and
layering of overlapping volumes and uses by creating one volume
within which smaller volumes exist and interact .These smaller vol-
umes, consist of housing units, a library, a gallery and commercial
space for shops and offices all of which are porous and permeable

to the flow of space. I intend to create a cluster of communities, in
an arrangement that provides micro-level private open spaces which
come together to form a communal whole that fosters interaction and
Community development.



New Orleans “Coming Together”
01 - The city inspires

My visit to New Orleans made me appreciate the importance
of community and how the climate facilitates community
building and social interactions.

The architectural reaction to the climate creates spaces and
volumes such as courtyards and porches.The by products of
theses volumes are rich interstial spaces with several layers
and transitions that cccur between:

- the street and the front door,

- the corridor and the courtyard,

- the public and the private.

The existence of these interstitial spaces encourages
interaction due to the hidden dimension.

Economic Cycle & Programme.

Organization of transitions. People

|| i Tt |.| | ” ,||

1- PUBLIC SPACE / MARKET

Farming

New Orleans “Coming Together”
scale 1:200 (16" scale)

Patnck Rhodes-Vivour
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New Orleans “Coming Together”

02 - Design Intentions

My design approach is to mediate the
interaction, intertwining and layering
of overlapping volumes and uses by
creating one volume within which
smaller volumes exist and interact.

These smaller volumes, consist of:
-Housing units,

-A library,

-A gallery

-commercial space .

All of which are porous and
permeable to the flow of space.

1) Public access and urban public
floor

2) Porous entrance to public
courtyard.

3) Financial generator.

51 New Orleans “Coming Together”
02

scale 1:200 (168" scale)
- Patrick Rhodes-Vivour




New Orleans “Coming Together”

03 - Generation of Form & Devices to foster the development of community.

Possible Location of three communities. Devices and Surfaces that foster community & interaction.

Dialogue with the existing buildings on site. Greater Courtyard
.!--

New Orleans “Coming Together”
o1 scale 1:200 (16" scale)
Patrick Rhodes-Vivour
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New Orleans “Coming Together”
Second Floor Plan scale 1:200 (16" scale)
Patrick Rhedes-Vivour
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New Orleans “Coming Together”

Fourth Floor Plan scale 1:200 (16" scale)
Patrick Rhodes-Vivour
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