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Study Questions: Kuna Documents

In what respects does Father Gasso resemble the Jesuit missionaries we have

encountered before? concerning baptism? concerning rewards and punishment in the
afterlife? concerning his favored methods to convert the Indians? concerning struggles
with curers and other ritualists? Concerning God’s interventions in life and the work of
the mission? concerning the larger world outside the mission? What is the significance to
Gassé of names? religious images? curing and health? the afterlife? what happens to
his friends and enemies?

How does Gasso work with the Panamanian government? How do they exploit each
other? Does he really have the same goals as the government?

Who does Gasso hate? Where do you think this antipathy comes from? How does he
bring issues from elsewhere to San Blas?

How does Gasso feel about order? modernity? reading and writing?

Why is Gassé so opposed to drinking? Are his reasons different than those of his
Protestant successor, Miss Coope?

How do the Indians resist him, according to Gass6? What arguments do they make?
How does Gasso use the example of Noah to counter their arguments? Do the Indians
and Gasso perceive each other as fundamentally different or similar?

What are Miss Coope’s fundamental methods? How are they different from Gasso's?
What burning issues to she bring with her from elsewhere? How does her fundamental
stance towards the Indians and whether they are like herself or different contrast with
Gass6’s? What counted as becoming a Christian for the two missionaries?

How does the presence of multiple non-Indian powers (Panama, Colombia, the
United States) affect the situation of the Kuna? How does this situation resemble or
differ from what we have seen with French-British loyalties in North America? What
issues confront the Indians in choosing between Panama and Colombia?

What is the nature of the power struggle in the village of Nargana, especially in 1919?
Who are the major parties involved? What are they fighting about? How could Coope
and Robinson, who dislike noserings, end up defending them?

Consider the struggle to control information and the opinion of people in the
government and outsiders. What do the players in these struggles do in the fights on
Nargana? Concerning the burning of Ticantiqui or Niatupu? Concerning the villages of
Tupile and Playdn Chico? Concerning the character of the Indians and their different
leaders?



Who else besides the government, the missionaries, and the Indians are involved in the
struggle in San Blas? How do their goals and methods mesh with or clash with those of
other actors?

What are the government’s goals in San Blas and how are they different from those
of Coope and Gass6? Why are government functionaries so interested in women’s dress
and haircuts, dancing, schools, drinking? straight, wide streets?

How do the police and bureaucrats try to subdue and control the Kuna? How do the
Kuna resist? How do divisions among the Kuna weaken their cause? What is the role of
poetry and dreams in their resistance?

How do the Kuna rebel? What are the difficulties in organizing such a rebellion? Why
do you think the United States gets drawn in? How does William Markham try to
engineer things in their behalf? What is the importance of communicating a certain
picture of the Indians and their cause?




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


