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Photo removed due to copyright restrictions.
Please see "The empire of cotton stretches across the 
South from the Atlantic to the Pacific." ca. 1935-1938
American Exodus, p. 19 (View at OAC)

http://www.oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft3w1002vk/?brand=oac4


“Hoe culture.” Alabama, 1937. LC-USZ6-1028



“The South is poor, the land is poor, the only crop is 
cotton, the houses are without paint, weeds crowd up to 
the door, the tenants are ill-clad…”
Rupert B. Vance

Alabama, 1937. 

“Hit’s a hard git-by. The land’s just fit fer to hold the world 
together. We think the landlord ought to let the 
government have this land and build it up, but he’s got 
money and he don’t believe in that way. Between Buck 
Creek and Whitewater Creek nobody can make a living.”
Young sharecropper on $5/month “furnish”

“A piece of meat in the house would like to scare these 
children of mine to death.”
Neighbor

Macon County, Georgia / July 1937. LC-USF34-017913-C

Photo removed due to copyright restrictions.

“Old South.” Alabama, 1937.
American Exodus, p. 21 left (View at OAC)

http://www.oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft4k4003k8/?brand=oac4


“I remember when the Yankees come through, a whole passel 
of ‘em hollerin’, and told the Negroes you’re free. But they didn’t 
get nothin ‘cause we had carried the best horses and mules 
over to the gully.”
Couple, born in slavery, on an abandoned 28-family plantation.

Greene County, Georgia / July 1937. LC-USZ62-46679



Greene County, Georgia / July 1937. LC-USF34-017944-C



“The Committee’s examination of the agricultural ladder has 
indicated an increasing tendency for the rungs of the ladder 
to become bars – forcing imprisonment in a fixed social 
status from which it is increasingly difficult to escape.”
President’s Committee on Farm Tenancy.

Georgia / 1937. LC-USF34-018030-E



“The collapse of the plantation system, 
rendered inevitable by its exploitation of land 
and labor, leaves in its wake depleted soil, 
shoddy livestock, inadequate farm 
equipment, crude agricultural practices, 
crippled institutions, a defeated and 
impoverished people.”
Arthur F. Raper

Georgia / July 1937. LC-USF34-017941-C



PLANTATION UNDER THE MACHINE



Photo removed due to copyright restrictions.

Pulaski County in the Arkansas Bottoms / June 1938
In American Exodus, p. 31 (View at OAC)

http://www.oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft5t1nb130/?brand=oac4


Day-labor hoers return to work after lunch on a 

 LC-USF34-017464-E

plantation.

Mississippi / June 1937.



MIDCONTINENT



Photos removed due to copyright restrictions.

1) Near Henryetta, eastern Oklahoma / August 1938
In American Exodus, p. 47 (View at OAC)

2) “We’re bound for Kingfisher, Oklahoma, to work in the wheat, and 
Lubbock Texas, to work in the cotton.  We’re not trying to, but we’ll be in 
California yet.” Family with seven children from Paris, Arkansas, on the 
highway near Webber Falls.
Oklahoma / June 1938.
In American Exodus, p. 48 (View at OAC)

3) Driving home from California: “People aren’t friendly like they are 
here, but they appreciate the cheap labor coming out. When there’s a 
rush for work they’re friendlier than at other times.”
Canadian County, Oklahoma / August 1938
In American Exodus, p. 52 (View at OAC)

http://www.oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft109n97mq/?brand=oac4
http://www.oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft0s2000rg/?brand=oac4
http://www.oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft387002m1/?brand=oac4


PLAINS



Vacant farmhouse in area of mechanization and drought near Olustee, Oklahoma. LC-USF34-018263-C



DUST BOWL



Abandoned farm in the Dust Bowl. Coldwater District, near Dalhart TX. LC-USF34-018260-C



Photo removed due to copyright restrictions.

“If you die, you’re dead – that’s all.”
Texas Panhandle / 1938.
In American Exodus, p. 81 (View at OAC)

http://www.oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft8v19p00k/?brand=oac4


LAST WEST 1939



San Joaquin Valley, CA / November 1938. LC-USF34-018619-



“People just can’t make it back there, with 
drought, hailstorms, windstorms, duststorms, 
insects. People exist here and they can’t do 
that there. You can make it here if you sleep 
lots and eat little, but it’s pretty tough, there are 
so many people. They chase them out of one 
camp because they say it isn’t sanitary –
there’s no running water – so people live out 
here in the brush like a den o’ dogs or pigs.”
Tenant farmer from Cook County, TN, in the 
brush with his six children

Wasco, CA / June 1938. LC-USF34-016311-E

LC-USF34-018302-E



LC-USF347-000826-D



MIT OpenCourseWare
http://ocw.mit.edu 

21A.348 / CMS.835 Photography and Truth
Spring 2008  

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: http://ocw.mit.edu/terms. 

http://ocw.mit.edu/terms
http://ocw.mit.edu


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




